In this conversation Dr. Sonu and Rev. Dominique Gilliard (Director of Racial Righteousness
and Reconciliation) discuss the racial disparities associated with COVID-19. They explore why
these disparities are so glaring, the root causes of racial health disparities, and COVID’s
connection to a broader history of injustice and inequity within healthcare. Their conversation
ends with a discussion on why COVID is spreading so aggressively behind bars, and ways the
Church can help love our neighbors during this pandemic, while also advocating for a more
equitable system of healthcare.

Dr. Stan C. Sonu is an internal medicine/pediatric specialist at Grady Hospital in Atlanta,
Georgia. He is recognized as a leading practitioner in the medical field of trauma, particularly
regarding his work on Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s), and creating systemic equity
within healthcare. You can watch Dr. Sonu’s TEDX Talk on The Science of Adversity and the
Case for Systemic Empathy. Dr. Sonu is also a member of New Life Covenant Church.

Additional Resources:

COVID-19 Racial Disparities

What the Racial Data Show: The pandemic seems to be hitting people of color the hardest
Blacks, Hispanics Hit Harder by the Coronavirus, Early U.S. Data Show

Indian Country faces higher risks, lack of resources in COVID-19 fight

Root Causes

Why are Blacks dying at higher rates from COVID-19?

Tuskegee Experiment: The Infamous Syphilis Study

Acres of Skin: Human Experiments at Holmesburg Prison

Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical Experimentation on Black Americans from
Colonial Times to the Present

Why I don’t feel safe wearing a face mask

History of inequality within healthcare

How does implicit bias by physicians affect patients' health care?

Unwanted Sterilizations and Eugenics Programs in the United States

Victims speak out about North Carolina sterilization program, which targeted women, young
oirls and blacks

COVID’s aggressive spread behind bars

Chicago’s Jail Is Top U.S. Hot Spot as Virus Spreads Behind Bars

Tracking Responses to the COVID-19 pandemic behind bars

Memorial for Ronald Rice, our North Park Theological Seminary student in the School of
Restorative Arts program at Stateville who died due to COVID.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rULEsEiKOIBO5M-NAySYrUhGstP3eZjq/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1plKP6qAmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIlh5m6rS2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIlh5m6rS2s
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/coronavirus-exposing-our-racial-divides/609526/
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/minority-communities-covid-19.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/indian-country-faces-higher-risks-lack-resources-covid/story?id=69957760
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2020/04/09/why-are-blacks-dying-at-higher-rates-from-covid-19/
https://www.history.com/news/the-infamous-40-year-tuskegee-study
https://www.amazon.com/Acres-Skin-Experiments-Holmesburg-Prison-ebook/dp/B000FBFJSW/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+million+acres+of+skin+test+on+medical+prisoners&qid=1586738023&s=books&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Medical-Apartheid-Experimentation-Americans-Colonial/dp/B01CD3YX18/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3VXIZ16MP3LNK&dchild=1&keywords=medical+apartheid+harriet+washington&qid=1586738048&s=books&sprefix=medical+%2Cstripbooks%2C173&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Medical-Apartheid-Experimentation-Americans-Colonial/dp/B01CD3YX18/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3VXIZ16MP3LNK&dchild=1&keywords=medical+apartheid+harriet+washington&qid=1586738048&s=books&sprefix=medical+%2Cstripbooks%2C173&sr=1-1
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/04/05/opinion/why-i-dont-feel-safe-wearing-face-mask/
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2019/03/ce-corner
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/blog/unwanted-sterilization-and-eugenics-programs-in-the-united-states/
http://rockcenter.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/11/07/8640744-victims-speak-out-about-north-carolina-sterilization-program-which-targeted-women-young-girls-and-blacks
http://rockcenter.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/11/07/8640744-victims-speak-out-about-north-carolina-sterilization-program-which-targeted-women-young-girls-and-blacks
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/08/us/coronavirus-cook-county-jail-chicago.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/virus/virusresponse.html
https://nptsnyvallnews.com/in-memoriam-school-of-restorative-arts/

