Esther


Lesson 1 (Esther becomes Queen)
Theme: God chooses us to do great things.
	1
	Map of Persia with Capital Cush shown.  Caption:  The Story of Esther
	Intro: Today’s Bible story is about a person who saved her people from destruction.  She was able to do this because she trusted in God.  This takes place in Persia over 6000 years ago.

	2
	King’s Party scene: Interior of Castle – Party cups, kings, people
	There was a new king who threw a party for all of the men.  In Persia, men and women didn’t have parties together.

	3
	Queen’s party scene: Exterior of Castle – women, queen, attendants
	The Queen also had a party for all of the women.

	4
	Queen refuses to see the king - angry face for king surrounded by advisors
	The King wanted to show how beautiful the Queen was to all of the men at his party so he commanded her to come and show herself.  She refused and the King was very angry.

	5
	Wise men (telling king to get a new queen)
	The King’s advisors saw how angry the King was and told him to fire the Queen.

	6
	King is lonely – sad face for king, slumping on throne
	The King liked the idea and did it, but soon was lonely and sad.  The Kings advisors saw this and told the king to choose a new queen.

	7
	Beauty contest – notices posted 
	The King held a beauty contest and brought all of the most beautiful women from all over the kingdom to the palace.  The one that pleased the King the most would be the new queen.

	8
	Picture of Esther and Mordecai (outside of house)
	There was a girl living in Persia named Esther.  She was an orphan, raised by her uncle Mordecai.  Esther and Mordecai were Jews.  That means they were from the land of Israel.  They had been kidnapped, many years ago when Esther was small along with most of the people of Israel and taken to Persia.  

	9
	Close up of Esther
	Because she was so beautiful, she was one of the young women taken to the King’s palace.

	10
	Women lined up in lines and the king looking down the line
	After living in the palace for a time each woman was taken before the King.

	11
	Women parading before the king. 
	The woman chosen by the King would be the next Queen.

	12
	King puts crown on Esther’s head 
	The King loved Esther more than all the others and she was made Queen of Persia.

	13
	Close up of Esther’s face with crown.
	Before Esther went to the king, Mordecai had told her not to tell anyone where she was from. So Esther didn’t tell anyone she was a Jew, not even King Xerxes.


Lesson 2 (Mordecai and Haman)
Theme: Choosing to honor God.

	1
	Map of Persia with Capital Cush shown.  Caption:  The Story of Esther
	Today we are going to hear a story about two people who lived in the ancient city of Susa, the capital city of the great Persian Empire.  Their names were Mordecai and Haman and they could not have been more different. 

	8
	Picture of Esther and Mordecai (outside of house)
	Mordecai was a Jew who lived in the capital city of Susa with his cousin Esther.  

	9
	Close up of Esther
	Do you remember who Esther was?  She was one of the young women chosen to take part in a contest.  

	7
	Beauty contest – notices posted
	The King of Persia, King Xerxes, wanted a new Queen so he announced a beauty contest

	13
	Close up of Esther’s face with crown.
	Esther entered the contest and the King loved her most, so she became the Queen of Persia.

	14
	Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate with horses and people and carts, guards are at each side of the gate
	After Esther became Queen, Mordecai would hang out at the gate to hear news of how she was doing in the palace.

	15
	Two guards get together and whisper near Mordecai.  Mordecai’s face looking up at guards
	One time Mordecai overheard two of the king’s guards talking together.  They were planning to murder the King.

	16
	Mordecai gets up and goes into the gate looking back at the guards
	As soon as Mordecai could he went and told the Esther about the plot.

	17
	Squad of solders grab the two guards
	Esther told the King and the King had the two men arrested.

	18
	Holding the guards in front of the king
	

	19
	Pushing the two towards the gallows
	The two guards were punished and the King’s live was saved.  Mordecai was happy he could help the king. 

	20
	Portrait of Haman with Haman standing next to it.
	Haman was a prince in the court of the King.  He was the King’s favorite.

	21
	In the throne room: the king honors Haman, puts a robe on Haman, 
	The King liked Haman so much that he made a law that everyone must bow down when Haman walked by. 

	22
	Haman turns around and all bowing down to Haman
	This made Haman very happy.

	23
	Haman walks out of the castle and all bow down to him. (city street scene)
	Haman loved to see all the people around him bow down as he walked down the street or into the court of the palace.  Haman thought he was the most important man on earth.

	24
	Haman walks by crowd with Mordecai and all bow down except Mordecai
	Everywhere he went, people bowed down low when Haman passed by, everywhere but the gate of the palace.  Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman because Mordecai thought this would dishonor God.

	25
	Haman is angry
	Haman was angry.  So angry he didn’t know what to do.  He plotted against, not only Mordecai, but all of the Jews, Mordecai’s people.

	26
	Haman/Mordecai
	Mordecai and Haman were very different from each other.  Mordecai chose to honor God and help others.  Haman chose to think only of himself and wanted to hurt others.  As we will see, God blessed Mordecai but Haman got himself into big trouble


Lesson 3 (Esther is asked to help her people.)
Theme: Choosing to help others.
	8
	Picture of Esther and Mordecai (outside of house)
	Review: Esther was a young Jewish girl, taken from the land of Israel with many other Jews and forced to live in the land of the Persians with her cousin Mordecai.  Mordecai raised Esther as his own child because Esther’s parents died when she was young.  

	13
	Close up of Esther’s face with crown.
	Esther won the heart of the King in a beauty contest and was made Queen of Persia.

	21
	In the throne room: the king honors Haman, puts a robe on Haman, 
	Haman was a prince in the court of King Xerxes.  He was the king’s favorite prince.  

	23
	Haman walks out of the castle and all bow down to him. (city street scene)
	The King liked Haman so much that he made a law that everyone must bow down to Haman when he walked by.  Haman loved it.  He thought he was the most important person in the world.

	24
	Haman walks by crowd with Mordecai and all bow down except Mordecai
	But there was one person who did not bow down.  It was Mordecai.  He did not want to dishonor God by bowing down to Haman.

	26.2
	Haman talking to his wife and friends, angry, moving arms
	Haman was very angry.  He went home and told his wife and friends what Mordecai had done.  He was so mad he wanted to hurt Mordecai.  But hurting Mordecai was not enough for Haman.  He wanted more than that. 

	26.4
	Friends talking to Haman
	Haman talked with his wife and friends and he came up with a plan, an evil plan, to destroy not only Mordecai but all of Mordecai’s people, the Jews.

	27
	A lot being cast
	Haman decided that he would pick a day where all the people in the land of Persia would rise up and kill all of the Jews in the kingdom.  

	28
	A calendar being marked
	That was a terrible plan, all because Haman was mad at one person.  But Haman would never dare to do this without the King's permission so he went to ask the king. 

	29
	Haman before the kings throne
	Of course Haman knew that King Xerxes would never agree to kill thousands of people because Haman didn’t like Mordecai.  So Haman made up a lie.  He told the King that the Jewish people did not obey the King’s laws and were dangerous.  The King believed Haman and let Haman make a new law.

	30
	Letters being nailed up
	The law Haman made said that on a certain day, all of the Jewish people were to be killed by their neighbors.  This law was sealed with the King’s seal and was taken by the King’s messengers and posted in every city and town in the kingdom.

	31
	Mordecai at the King’s gate with a rough robe and ashes on his head, 
	The law was posted in the city of Susa also.  Mordecai saw the notice and realized what happened.  He was very upset. 

	32
	Mordecai sitting down with hands on head.
	This new law meant that every Jew in the world would be killed.  What were they going to do?  Could anything save them?

	33
	Close up of Esther
	When Esther heard how upset Mordecai was she asked him what was the matter.  Mordecai told Esther about Haman’s evil plan and the new law.

	34
	Close up of Mordecai
	Esther was upset too but she didn’t know what to do.  Mordecai told Esther she had to talk to the king and beg him to change the law.

	34.4
	Close up of Esther
	Esther told Mordecai she couldn’t go talk to the King.  Anyone who goes to see the King without being invited will be put to death unless the King holds out his scepter as a sign of mercy.

	34.6
	Close up of Mordecai
	Then Mordecai said an amazing thing.  He told Esther that if she stays quiet God will save the Jewish people some other way.  Mordecai knew that God loved his people and he would always care for them.  But, he told Esther, “Maybe God has made you Queen of Persia just for this moment.  Maybe God made you the Queen so you can be the one who will save His people.”

	34.8
	Close up of Esther
	Esther was still scared to go to see the King, but she had a choice to make. She decided that Mordecai was right.  She asked him and all of his friends to pray for her and in three days, she would go to see the King and try to save the people, even if she lost her life trying.


Lesson 4 (The Brave Queen)
Theme: Choosing to stand up to bullies.
	35
	Esther praying
	Today, our story begins with Esther, the Queen of Persia, praying to God.  She was praying for God’s protection and for courage.

	36
	Mordecai and the Jews of Susa praying for Esther
	At the same time, Mordecai and all of the Jewish people in the great city of Susa were praying for Esther.  What was wrong?  Why was everyone praying for Esther?  Let me explain.

	7
	Beauty contest – notices posted 
	Not long before this day, the King of Persia, King Xerxes, held a beauty contest and brought all of the most beautiful women from all over the kingdom to the palace.  The one that pleased the King the most would be the new queen.

	8
	Picture of Esther and Mordecai (outside of house)
	One of the women chosen to be in the contest was a beautiful girl named Esther.  Esther was an orphan.  Her parents had died when she was younger and she was adopted and raised by her cousin Mordecai.

	13
	Close up of Esther’s face with crown.
	The contest was held and King Xerxes chose Esther.  She was crowned Queen of Persia.

	21
	In the throne room: the king honors Haman, puts a robe on Haman, 
	Now, there was a man in the court of the king named Haman. He was the king’s favorite prince.  

	23
	Haman walks out of the castle and all bow down to him. (city street scene)
	The King liked Haman so much that he made a law that everyone must bow down to Haman when he walked by.  Haman loved it.  He thought he was the most important person in the world.

	24
	Haman walks by crowd with Mordecai and all bow down except Mordecai
	But there was one person who did not bow down.  It was Mordecai.  He did not want to dishonor God by bowing down to Haman.

	26.2
	Haman talking to his wife and friends, angry, moving arms
	This made Haman mad.  So mad that he wanted to hurt Mordecai.  But hurting one person was not enough for Haman.  Haman decided he wanted to hurt all of Mordecai’s people, the Jews.  So he made an evil plan.  

	29
	Haman before the kings throne
	Haman went to the king and got permission to make a law.  The law said that on a certain day all of the Jews in the world were to be killed.

	34
	Close up of Mordecai
	Mordecai told Esther what Haman had done and asked her to help her people.  

	33
	Close up of Esther
	Esther told Mordecai that if she went to see the King without being invited she would be put to death, unless the King showed mercy and extended his golden scepter towards her.  Esther was scared to go in to see the King.  She might lose her life.

	35
	Esther praying
	That is why Esther was praying to God.

	36
	Mordecai and the Jews of Susa praying for Esther
	And that is why Mordecai and all of the Jews in Susa were praying for Esther.

	13a
	Close up of Esther
	But Esther realized that unless she did something all of the Jews in the world would be killed.  Esther knew that she couldn’t stand up to Haman by herself.  She needed the help of the king.  

	37
	Esther looking in the door
	So she decided to ask the king for help.  She appeared in the King’s court without being invited.  

	38
	Close up of the king
	What was the king going to do?  Anyone appearing in the King’s court without being invited was put to death, unless the king showed mercy and extended his golden scepter.

	39
	Close up of Esther
	Can you imagine how hard I was for Esther to do this?  It must have taken a lot of courage for Esther to walk through that door.  But Esther trusted in God.

	40
	The king with his scepter extended to Esther.
	And the King showed mercy to Esther.  The King asked Esther what she wanted.

	41
	Esther invites the king and Haman to a banquet
	Esther told the king that she wanted to invite the King and Haman to a party. 

	42
	Esther walking out
	The King was excited.  He loved parties.

	43
	The King and Haman and following Esther out
	He called for Haman and they all went to Queen Esther’s party.

	44
	The king and Haman reclining at a table, being waited on by servants. 
	There they ate together but the King wanted to know what Esther wanted him to do, so he asked her, “Queen Esther, what is it that you want?  I will give you anything, up to half my kingdom.”  That is how kings talked in those days.

	45
	Esther talking to the King
	But Esther wasn’t ready to tell the king what she wanted.  She wasn’t ready to ask the King to save her people from Haman’s evil plan.  So she invited the king to another party the very next day.  Then and only then would she tell the King what she wanted him to do.


Lesson 5 (Mordecai is honored, Haman is humbled.)
Theme: God honors those who choose to be humble.
	13
	Close up of Esther
	Esther the beautiful Queen of Persia

	38
	Close up of the king
	invited King Xerxes

	23
	In the throne room: the king honors Haman, puts a robe on Haman,
	and his favorite prince, Haman to a party.

	44
	The king and Haman reclining at a table, being waited on by servants.
	The reason Esther invited them to a party was so she could ask the King a favor.

	24
	Haman walks by crowd with Mordecai and all bow down except Mordecai
	You see, Haman hated Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, because Mordecai did not bow down before Haman when Haman walked by.  

	30
	Letters being nailed up
	This made Haman so mad he tricked King Xerxes into making a new law.  The law said all the Jewish people in the kingdom would be destroyed.  Esther was Jewish too.  But nobody in the palace knew it.  She had kept it a secret even from the king.

	33
	Close up of Esther
	When Esther heard of the law, she was afraid.  Mordecai told her to go to the king and ask him to help her and her people.  She was scared but she went before the king and invited him to a party along with Haman.

	45
	Esther talking to the King
	But at the party, Esther wasn’t ready to tell the king what she wanted.  She wasn’t ready to ask the king to save her people from Haman’s evil plan.  So she invited the king and Haman to another party the very next day.  Then and only then would she tell the king what she wanted him to do.

	46
	Haman and the king leaving the banquet 
	Haman felt special that he was invited to the Queen’s party and he was invited to the Queens party tomorrow too.  Haman was very happy.

	47
	Haman at the gate where all bow except Mordecai.
	Until he saw Mordecai at the gate of the King’s palace. Haman forgot that he was happy.  All he could think about was how much he hated Mordecai.

	49
	Haman at home talking with his wife and friends
	Haman went home and told his wife and friends what had happened to him.  How he had been the only one, besides the king, to be invited to the Queen’s party.  But he then said he would never be happy until Mordecai was dead.

	50
	Haman’s wife talking (says that he should have a gallows built and ask the king to hang Mordecai on it.)
	Haman’s wife scolded Haman.  She told him that if Mordecai made Haman unhappy it was easy to take care of him.  “All you need to do”, she told him, “is to build a gallows.  Then go ask the king to have Mordecai hanged on it.”

	51
	Haman is happy
	This idea made Haman happy again and he ordered workmen to build a gallows right away.  The first thing in the morning, Haman would go to the King and ask him to have Mordecai put to death.

	52-55
	The king awake on his bed  (two or three pictures with the king on one side then the other)
	But God was watching over Mordecai.  That night King Xerxes could not sleep.  No matter what he did he tossed and turned in his bed.

	56
	King sits up
	Finally he gave up trying to sleep and he decided to go to his throne room.

	57
	King on throne listening to a scribe read a story (king is bored with head leaning on hand)
	To pass the time the King ordered his servants to read to him.  They read him the daily record of all of the things that had happened in his kingdom while he was the king.  When the servant came to the part where Mordecai found out about a plot to kill the King and saved the King’s life, the King was interested.

	58
	King on throne
	King Xerxes asked what had been done to reward Mordecai for saving the King’s life?

	59
	King commanding the guards
	When the King found out that nothing had been done, he decided that he should reward Mordecai.  He told his guards to get the first person to walk into the King’s courtyard and bring them to the throne room.

	60
	Guard returning with Haman
	Haman had just waked into the King’s courtyard.  He was going to ask the King to hang Mordecai on the gallows he had built.

	61
	The king asking Haman a question
	But before he could ask the King a question, the King asked Haman a question.  The King said, “What should be done for the man the King wants very much to honor?”  Of course Haman thought the king was thinking of him 

	62
	Haman replies
	So Haman thought about the thing he wanted most in the world.  Then Haman said to the king, “Have your servants bring a royal robe that the king has worn and have them bring a horse with a royal crown on its head.  Put the royal robe on the man the king wants to honor and have him ride the royal horse. then have the most important man in the kingdom lead him all around the city and have him shout to all the people, “This is what is done for the man the king wants to honor.”

	63
	Haman walks out with head down
	The king thought that was a very good idea so he said to Haman, “Good!  I want you to do everything you have said for Mordecai the Jew who sits at the king’s gate.”  Haman was horrified he didn’t want to honor Mordecai, he wanted him hanged, but Haman had to obey the king.

	64
	Show Haman leading Mordecai on a horse through the city
	So Haman did everything he said to honor Mordecai.  He had to shout to all the people, ““This is what is done for the man the king wants to honor.” all day long all over the city.

	65
	Show Haman with his head in his hands at home with his wife
	Haman was so embarrassed.  When he was done he went straight home and told his wife and friends all that had happened.

	66
	Show two guards taking Haman off to see the king
	But just then, two of the king’s guards came and took Haman off to the party.  So much had happened that day that Haman had forgotten about the party and he was late.

	
	
	


Lesson 6 (Haman loses, God’s people win.)

Theme: Choosing to be a part of God’s family.
	13
	Close up of Esther
	Today we get to see what happens to Esther and her people.  This is our last story about Esther the beautiful Queen of Persia

	38
	Close up of the king
	Esther had invited the King Xerxes

	23
	In the throne room: the king honors Haman, puts a robe on Haman,
	and his favorite prince, Haman to a party.

	44
	The king and Haman reclining at a table, being waited on by servants.
	The reason Esther invited them to a party was so she could ask the King a favor.  Esther was in danger.

	30
	Letters being nailed up
	Haman had tricked King Xerxes into making a new law.  The law said all the Jewish people in the kingdom would be destroyed.  But Esther, the Queen was Jewish.  She was born in the land of Israel before being kidnapped and taken to Persia by force.  Nobody in the castle knew she was Jewish because she had kept that a secret, even from her husband, the king.

	44
	The king and Haman reclining at a table, being waited on by servants.
	King Xerxes had promised Esther that he would give her anything she wanted, even up to half of his kingdom.  So he was eager to hear what Esther was going to say.  He asked Esther what she wanted from him.

	66.5
	Esther kneeling pleading for her life
	Esther was ready.  She gathered her courage and said to the king, “I am asking you to save my life, and the life of my people.  We are all going to be destroyed.”

	67
	The king is angry
	The king jumped to his feet.  He was very angry that someone would try to hurt the queen.  He said, “Who would dare to do such a thing?”

	68
	Esther pointing at Haman
	And Esther said, “A man has plotted against us.  Our enemy is this wicked Haman!”

	69
	Haman is scared
	Haman realized what had happened and that he was in trouble.  

	70
	The king pointing at Haman
	He begged for his life, but this just made the king angrier.  One of the king’s servants told the king about the gallows Haman had built for Mordecai.

	71
	The soldiers taking Haman away
	The king told his servants to take Haman away and hang him on that same gallows.

	72
	The king and Esther holding hands
	So Haman, the enemy of the Jews was dead, but the harm he had done was still alive.  The law that Haman had tricked the king into making was still going to happen unless the king changed it.

	73
	The King on his throne Esther and Mordecai at the door
	Esther and Mordecai went to see the king.

	74
	The king holding out his staff
	King Xerxes held out his scepter and welcomed them into his court room.

	75
	Esther and Mordecai at the throne
	Esther asked the king to change the law so she and her people could live.  The king explained to her that once a law was written, it could not be changed, not even by the king.  Then the king told Esther and Mordecai that they could write a new law.  A law that would protect the Jewish people from the law that Haman had written.

	76
	Letters being written
	And they did. Mordecai wrote a law sealed with the king’s seal that said all of the Jews in the kingdom could defend themselves against all who would try to hurt them.

	77
	Messengers on horses riding out of the gate
	The law was sent out by the king’s messengers 

	78
	New messages being tacked up over the old messages.
	And posted in all the cities and towns in the kingdom.

	79
	Jewish people with weapons rejoicing.
	The Jewish people were saved.  They protected themselves from all the people who tired to hurt them.  Afterwards they celebrated.  Each and every year, even to this day, the Jewish people remember the day Queen Esther saved her people with a holiday.  It is called the feast of Purim.
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