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Esther is Asked to Help Her People





Take It Home





Choosing to help others


	�


What would pastor scott do?


I have never been in a position where I had to place my own life in danger in order to save another person’s life. The only thing I could remember is an incident on a paintball field where I rushed an “enemy” encampment and cleared the way for my team running behind me. But this is a pathetic comparison so I’ll say no more lest I embarrass myself.


I love the HBO series Band of Brothers. Watching the story of those men engaged in an epic struggle in World War II I can’t help but think, “What would I do placed in that situation?” Would I be a coward and run? Would I do only those things I was ordered to? Or would I willingly risk my life for the sake and safety of others? It’s one thing to say that based on my paintball experience I would do something heroic. But paintballs don’t kill you. They sting like mad but no one has ever died of paintball trauma. 


Queen Esther made a conscious decision to risk her life by simply entering the king’s chamber without his permission. That was an action that risked death. But she knew that if she did not, Haman’s evil plot to kill all the Jews would move forward. In a sense, she had nothing to lose, yet had everything to lose.


Instead of waiting for events to happen, instead of giving up and being just a victim, Esther chose to help others. Somehow she mustered up the courage to take on the king and the king’s right-hand man.


The story is so remarkable that an entire book of the Bible is dedicated to her. And although the name of God is not mentioned once in this book, God’s presence in Esther’s life is very evident. I hope if Im ever placed in a similar situation, God’s presence in my life would be as evident.





You will find today’s story in 


Esther 4





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.








Have you ever played with a real bow and arrows?  Nerf?  What is it like?  Is it easy to hit the target? 





In the Bible story, what did Queen Esther have to do that she didn’t want to do?  Go talk to the king without an invitation





Why didn’t she want to go talk to the king?  If the king was displeased with her he could have her killed.





What would have happened if she did not talk to the king? She and all of her people would be killed because of Haman’s evil plot





How do you think Esther felt when she found out she had to tell the king about Haman’s plot? She was afraid   How do you know?  She had all of her people fast and pray for three days for her





How did Queen Esther find the courage to go before the king? She prayed & trusted in God





Have you ever done something where you had to be brave? Climb a tall rock, get a shot at the doctor’s, talk in front of a lot of people, admit making a mistake or doing something wrong





What can you do when you are scared to help you have courage?  Pray





Prayer: Help us to have courage and always remember you are there to help us when we are scared.





Here are some more bizarre and random trivia facts. We know they are a little strange but they are interesting.





No word in the English language rhymes with month.





The poisonous copperhead snake smells like fresh cut cucumbers.





When angered, the ears of Tazmanian devils turn a pinkish-red.





Canada is an Indian word meaning "Big Village".





The average ear of corn has eight-hundred kernels arranged in sixteen rows.





A cat has four rows of whiskers.





An iguana can stay under water for 28 minutes.





Jelly Belly jelly beans were the first jelly beans in outer space when they went up with astronauts in the June 21, 1983 voyage of the space shuttle Challenger (the same voyage as the first American woman in space, Sally Ride).





Mordecai found out about the evil plot to kill the Jewish people. So, he told Esther that she would have to reveal the plan to the king.











Interesting Facts









[image: image24.png]
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