Unit 1 Jesus’ Friends

Theme: I can follow Jesus.

Lesson 1:
John the Baptist (Mark 1:1-8, Luke 3:1-16)





Theme: I can repent. (stop, ask, turn)
	1
	Jesus talking with his friends
	Today we start a new unit.  It is called Jesus’ Friends.  For the next 6 weeks we are going to hear stories about Jesus and his friends.  

	2
	John the Baptist
	The first friend we are going to talk about is John the Baptist.  John was not only Jesus’ friend, he was Jesus’ cousin.

	3
	Buildings in a town
	Jesus grew up in the town of Nazareth.

	4
	Joseph and little Jesus working with wood
	Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter.  That means he built things out of wood.  So Jesus learned carpentry.  Jesus helped his dad when he was young and became a carpenter when he grew up.

	5
	Jesus playing
	Jesus lived in Nazareth waiting for God to send him out to preach the good news to the people of Israel.

	6
	Zachariah teaching John about God
	John grew up in the hill country of Judea. John’s dad, Zachariah, was a priest.  Zachariah taught his son John about God.

	7
	Little John walking in the hills
	John loved God very much and often went into the wilderness so he could be alone and think about God and talk with God.

	8
	John in the wilderness
	When John grew up he went to live in the wilderness he had grown to love.

	9
	John gathering locusts
	John lived a rough life in the wilderness.  There was not a lot to eat, but John was able to find locusts there.

	10
	Close up of a locust
	Locusts are bugs.  I know it sounds gross to eat bugs, but many people even today eat bugs for dinner.

	11
	John by a tree with bees
	John was also able to gather wild honey from the bees who made their homes in the wilderness with John.

	12
	Close up of John listening to God
	When John was about 30 years old, God spoke to him.  God told John that it was time to tell others about Jesus.  God told John that he was to prepare the people for Jesus who was coming soon.

	13
	John talking to two people
	So John started telling everyone he could find about God and Jesus.

	14
	Several people talking with John
	After a while, many people heard that there was a man preaching in the wilderness.

	15
	People walking to see John
	People from all around came to see him.  People from as far away as Jerusalem heard about John and wanted to hear him preach.

	16
	Large crowd around John
	Crowds gathered around John and listened to him.  What did John tell them?

	17
	John speaking to crowd
	John told them Jesus was coming.  He told them that Jesus was going teach them about the kingdom of heaven.  So John told them to get ready.

	18
	John speaking to crowd
	He said they should stop doing bad things.  He told them they shouldn’t tell lies to others.  That they shouldn’t steal from others.  He told them they shouldn’t be mean to others. John told them they should be sorry for the bad things they had done and they should ask God to forgive them.

	19
	John speaking to crowd
	Then he told them they should turn away from the bad things they were doing and start doing good things.  He told them to share with others.  He told them if they had extra clothes or extra food then they should give some to those who didn’t have any.

	20
	Graphic: Stop Ask Turn
	That is a good rule for us to follow too: Stop, Ask, Turn.  When we find ourselves doing a bad thing we can stop, ask for forgiveness and turn around and start doing good things instead.

	21
	Close up of crowd
	Many of the people who heard John believed what he said.  They were sorry for the bad things they had done and wanted to ask God for forgiveness.  They asked John what they should do.

	22
	John with people in the Jordan River
	John told them they should be baptized.  John would take people to the Jordan River and dip them into the water.  John told them that this was a promise they were making to God.  

	23
	Person being baptized
	They were telling God and everyone who saw them that they wanted to stop doing bad things. They were asking God for forgiveness and they were going to turn around, start following God and doing good things.

	24
	Close up of John
	John told them that Jesus was coming soon and they should prepare their hearts so they would be glad when they saw him.  John wanted everyone to know Jesus and to follow Him.

	25
	John Baptizing people (distance shot)
	That’s why we call John, John the Baptist.  John’s job was to prepare the people of Israel for Jesus to come and that is what he did in the wilderness of Judea.


Lesson 2: 
Jesus’ Baptism  (Matt 3:13-17)


Theme: I can be a part of God’s family.
	3
	Buildings in a town
	When Jesus was young, he lived in the town of Nazareth.

	4
	Joseph and little Jesus working with wood
	Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter.  So Jesus learned carpentry.  Jesus helped his dad when he was young and became a carpenter when he grew up.

	5
	Jesus playing
	Jesus grew up in Nazareth waiting for God to send him out to preach the good news to the people of Israel.

	26
	Close up of Jesus
	When Jesus was about 30 years old, it was time for him to start the work He was born to do:  telling people about God and saving them from their sins. 

	27
	Jesus leaving Nazareth
	So Jesus left Nazareth and his family and friends.  The first thing Jesus wanted to do was to be baptized by John the Baptist, his cousin.  We talked about John last week.

	8
	John in the wilderness
	John lived in the wilderness of Judea where he could be alone with God.

	12
	Close up of John listening to God
	God gave John a special job.  His job was to tell the people of Israel that Jesus was coming and to prepare them for what Jesus was going to say and do.

	17
	John speaking to crowd
	So John told everyone he could find that Jesus was coming.  Soon crowds gathered to hear John talk.  John told them that Jesus was going teach them about the kingdom of heaven.  So John told them to get ready.

	20
	Close up of crowd
	Many of the people who heard John believed what he said.  They were sorry for the bad things they had done and wanted to ask God for forgiveness.  They asked John what they should do.

	24
	John Baptizing people (distance shot)
	John told them they should be baptized.  John would take people to the Jordan River and dip them into the water.  John told them that this was a promise they were making to God.  

	23
	Person being baptized
	When they were baptized the people were saying that they wanted to stop doing bad things, they wanted to ask God for forgiveness and they wanted to turn around, start following God and doing good things.

	28
	Jesus walking in the distance
	Jesus had a long walk from Nazareth where he grew up to the Jordan River where John was preaching to people.

	29
	John in the water looking at Jesus
	One day when John was baptizing people in the Jordan River, he looked up and saw Jesus.

	30
	Jesus and John talking 
	Jesus talked with John.  He asked John to baptize him.

	31
	Close up of Jesus and John talking
	Of course John knew that Jesus didn’t need to be baptized.  Jesus hadn’t done anything wrong.  Jesus always chose to do the right thing because Jesus always did what God wanted him to do.

	32
	Close up of John
	So John said to Jesus, "I need to be baptized by you. So why do you come to me?"

	33
	Close up of Jesus
	Jesus told John that it was a good thing to be baptized and that God wanted it this way.

	34
	Jesus and John talking
	You see, Jesus had a big job to do.  Jesus was going to tell the whole world about God and the things of God.  Then he was going to lay down his life so everyone could be a part of God’s family.

	35
	Jesus and John talking
	So at the start of his work, Jesus wanted to make a promise to God that he would always follow God and do what God asked him to do.

	36
	Jesus being baptized
	So John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River and afterwards, something amazing happened.

	37
	Jesus in the water with the Spirit of God descending like a dove
	After Jesus was baptized, heaven was opened up and Jesus saw the Spirit of God coming down out of heaven upon him in the shape of a dove.  Then the voice of God spoke from heaven saying, "This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased with him."

	38
	Far away shot of Jesus’ baptism with crowd
	John and all of the people who were there heard God speaking from heaven and they saw God’s Spirit come down out of heaven and land on Jesus.  When they went home that night they must have told everyone they met about the amazing things they had seen and heard that day.


Lesson 3 
A Midnight Visit  (John 3:1-20)



Theme: I can talk to Jesus anytime.
	5
	Jesus playing
	When Jesus was young, he lived in the town of Nazareth.

	4
	Joseph and little Jesus working with wood
	Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter.  So Jesus learned carpentry.  Jesus helped his dad when he was young and became a carpenter when he grew up.

	26
	Close up of Jesus
	When Jesus was about 30 years old, it was time for him to start the work He was born to do:  telling people about God and saving them from their sins. 

	36
	Jesus being baptized
	The first thing Jesus did was go to see his cousin John and was baptized in the Jordan River.

	38
	Jesus healing someone
	After that, Jesus walked from town to town telling the people of Israel about God.  When Jesus saw people who were sick, he felt sorry for them.  God gave Jesus the power to heal people.  Jesus would touch a sick person and instantly they would get better.

	39
	Crowd of people
	As you can imagine, when people heard that Jesus taught about God and healed the sick they wanted to see and hear for themselves.

	40
	Crowd of people around Jesus
	So crowds gathered around Jesus wherever he went.

	41
	Pharisees
	But some people did not like Jesus.  These people were the rulers of the Jewish people called the Pharisees.  The Pharisees tried to follow all the laws of Moses and many other rules that they had made up themselves.  They thought they were better than other people.  They thought they were better than Jesus.

	42
	Pharisees yelling at people
	The Pharisees were jealous of Jesus.  They wanted the people to listen to them, not Jesus.  So they told people that Jesus was a bad person.  They told people that they should stay away from Jesus.

	43
	People walking away as Pharisees stop people from seeing Jesus
	Some people were afraid of the Pharisees so they didn’t go to see and hear Jesus.  That is a very sad thing.  

	44
	Close up of Nicodemus
	But not all of the Pharisees like that.  There was one man, a Pharisee named Nicodemus who wanted to know more about Jesus.  He had heard about the things Jesus said and did and wanted to ask Jesus questions

	45
	Nicodemus looking at the Pharisees
	But Nicodemus was afraid of what the other Pharisees would think if they knew that he had talked to Jesus.

	46
	Nicodemus walking at night
	So Nicodemus waited until late at night and then went to see Jesus.

	47
	Nicodemus meeting Jesus
	Nicodemus greeted Jesus very respectfully.  He said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God.”

	48
	Jesus talking to Nicodemus
	Jesus knew that Nicodemus wanted to know more about God and God’s kingdom, so Jesus said to him, “No one can see God's kingdom without being born again."

	49
	Nicodemus talking to Jesus
	That was a strange answer.  Nicodemus did not understand.  He wanted to see God’s kingdom very much, but he was a grown man.  He asked Jesus how was he going to be born a second time?  

	50
	Jesus talking to Nicodemus
	So Jesus explained it to him.  No one can be a part of God’s family without a new heart.  God gives us a new heart when we believe in Jesus.  

	51
	Family picture with Mom, Dad, child and baby
	The first time we are born, our Mom goes to the hospital and the doctor delivers a baby and we become a child of our parents and a part of our family.  

	52
	Jesus with child
	When we believe in Jesus we become a child of God.  We are “born again” into a new family, God’s family.  That’s why Jesus said we have to be born again to see God’s kingdom.

	53
	Close up of Nicodemus
	This was a very hard thing for Nicodemus to understand.  No one had ever taught they way Jesus taught.

	54
	Jesus and Nicodemus talking
	Nicodemus was a good man.  He tried to follow the laws of God and man.  But Jesus said that is not good enough.  He said the only way to be a part of God’s family is to believe in Jesus and to be “born again”.

	55
	Picture of Jesus with the earth in the background
	Jesus knew that Nicodemus didn’t understand so Jesus tried to explain it to him.  As he did, Jesus went on to tell Nicodemus one of the most wonderful verses in the Bible.  Jesus said, 

“God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.”
That is a promise Jesus made to Nicodemus, to me, to you and to the whole world.

	56
	Group picture of Jesus with many people
	Jesus tells us that God loves you and me.  Then he gives us a promise.  Jesus says if we believe in him, then we will be a part of God’s family forever: as long as we live on this earth and after we die and go to heaven for eternity, we will always be a child of God and a part of God’s family.

	57
	Nicodemus walking away in the night
	Nicodemus went away that night with a lot to think about.  And he did think about the things Jesus said to him.  After a while Nicodemus believed in Jesus, was born again and became a part of God’s family.


Lesson 4:
The Call of Matthew (Matt 9:9-13)




Theme: I can be a friend of Jesus.

	5
	Jesus playing
	When Jesus was young, he lived in the town of Nazareth.

	4
	Joseph and little Jesus working with wood
	Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter.  So Jesus learned carpentry.  Jesus helped his dad when he was young and became a carpenter when he grew up.

	26
	Close up of Jesus
	When Jesus was about 30 years old, it was time for him to start the work He was born to do:  telling people about God and saving them from their sins. 

	37
	Jesus walking
	Jesus walked from town to town telling the people of Israel about God.  

	38
	Jesus healing someone
	When Jesus saw people who were sick, he felt sorry for them.  God gave Jesus the power to heal people.  Jesus would touch a sick person and instantly they would get better.

	39
	Crowd of people around Jesus
	So crowds gathered around Jesus wherever he went.

	58
	Jesus and people walking
	There were some people who wanted to be close to Jesus and hear everything Jesus said.  As Jesus went from town to town these people followed Jesus and became his friends.

	59
	Matthew in tax booth with Jesus approaching
	One day Jesus went to visit a town.  On the main road leading into town there was tax collectors booth.  In it sat a man named Mathew.

	60
	Close up of Matthew with soldiers
	Matthew was a tax collector for the Roman government.  

	61
	Matthew taking money from people
	It was Matthew’s job to collect tax money from all the people who lived in his town and to give the money to the Roman governor.

	62
	Jews looking at soldiers
	In Jesus’ day, the Jewish people were not free; they were ruled by the Romans.  The Jewish people did not like the Romans and hated paying taxes to their governor.  They wanted their own government and their own king.

	63
	People walking by Matthew and frowning
	So the Jewish people did not like tax collectors like Matthew who worked for the Romans.

	64
	Tax collector with bags of money
	Besides, many of the tax collectors were dishonest; they collected more taxes than they were supposed to and kept the money for themselves.

	65
	Pharisees turning their backs to Mathew
	That is why the Jewish people hated tax collectors.  They did not want to be friends with them.  In fact, the Pharisees (they were the religious leaders) would not even speak to tax collectors.

	66
	Jesus walking by Matthew
	But when Jesus was walking by and saw Matthew sitting at the tax collectors booth, he didn’t hate him.  Jesus didn’t see Matthew the same way as other people saw Matthew.  

	67
	Jesus looking at Matthew
	When Jesus looked at Matthew, he saw someone who needed a friend.

	68
	Jesus talking to Matthew
	So Jesus said, “Follow me.”

	69
	Jesus walking away
	

	70
	Matthew walking away towards Jesus
	And Matthew did.  He left his job that minute and followed Jesus.

	71
	Matthew walking beside Jesus
	Was that a good thing for Matthew to do?  Yes it was.  Matthew became one of Jesus’ closest friends.

	72
	Matthew writing
	Later, after Jesus died and went to heaven, Matthew wrote a book that tells the story of Jesus’ life.

	73
	Beginners bible book of Matthew, chapter 1
	You can read it in your Bible.  It is the very first book in the New Testament.  It’s called the Gospel According to Matthew.


Lesson 5: 
 (John 1:35-51)



Theme: I can tell others about Jesus.

	5
	Jesus playing
	When Jesus was young, he lived in the town of Nazareth.

	4
	Joseph and little Jesus working with wood
	Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter.  So Jesus learned carpentry.  Jesus helped his dad when he was young and became a carpenter when he grew up.

	26
	Close up of Jesus
	When Jesus was about 30 years old, it was time for him to start the work He was born to do:  telling people about God and saving them from their sins. 

	37
	Jesus walking
	Jesus walked from town to town telling the people of Israel about God.  

	74
	John the Baptist talking with friends
	One day John the Baptist was talking with some of his friends.

	36
	Jesus being baptized
	John, you remember, had baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.

	75
	Jesus walking by John and friends
	As John was talking with his friends, Jesus walked by.

	76
	John pointing at Jesus
	John said to his friends, “Look!  The Lamb of God!”

	77
	Two men following Jesus at a distance
	Two of John’s friends left John right then and started following Jesus. 

	78
	Jesus talking with two men
	The two stayed with Jesus all day.  They talked with Jesus and listened to his words.  Both became followers of Jesus.

	79
	Andrew talking to Simon
	One of the men who followed Jesus was named Andrew.  Andrew had a brother named Simon.  The first thing Andrew did when he left Jesus was to find his brother Simon.  He told Simon all about Jesus. Simon wanted to meet Jesus.

	80
	Jesus talking to Simon and Andrew
	So the two went to see Jesus.  Simon became a follower of Jesus too.

	81
	Jesus with arm around Peter
	Simon went on to become one of Jesus’ closest friends.  Jesus gave Simon a new name: Peter.  Peter means rock.  From that time on Simon was named Peter.  After Jesus died and went to heaven, Peter became a leader of the church and wrote 2 of the books of the Bible.

	82
	Jesus with followers talking with Philip
	The next day Jesus met man named Philip.  Jesus liked Philip and wanted him to be his friend.

	83
	Close up of Jesus and Philip
	Jesus said to Philip, “Follow me.”

	84
	Philip following Jesus
	And Philip did.

	85
	Close up of Philip
	Philip had a friend named Nathanael.  Now that Philip was a friend of Jesus he wanted Nathanael to be a friend of Jesus too.  

	86
	Philip talking to Nathanael under a tree
	So Philip went and found Nathanael.  He told Nathanael about Jesus.  Philip told Nathanael that he had to meet Jesus.  

	87
	Philip and Nathanael with Jesus
	So the two went to see Jesus.  As soon as Jesus saw Nathanael he said, “There is a truly good man.”

	88
	Close up of Nathanael
	Now, Nathanael didn’t know Jesus was God’s Son.  So he said, “How do you know what kind of man I am.”

	89
	Jesus talking with thought bubble of Nathanael sitting under the fig tree
	And Jesus said something amazing.  He said to Nathanael, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree.  I saw you before Philip called you.”

	90
	Close up of Nathanael
	How did Jesus know Nathanael was under a fig tree? Nathanael knew that Jesus wasn’t there when Philip told him about Jesus, so how could Jesus know?  That was when Nathanael realized that Jesus was sent from God.

	91
	Nathanael talking to Jesus
	So he said, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God. You are the King of Israel."

	92
	Close up of Jesus
	Jesus said to Nathanael, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that."

	93
	Nathanael and Philip with Jesus
	Both Philip and Nathanael became followers of Jesus and some of Jesus’ closest friends.


Lesson 6 
Fishers of Men  (Luke 5:1-11)



Theme: I can give my life to Jesus.
	5
	Jesus playing
	When Jesus was young, he lived in the town of Nazareth.

	4
	Joseph and little Jesus working with wood
	Jesus’ dad, Joseph, was a carpenter.  So Jesus learned carpentry.  Jesus helped his dad when he was young and became a carpenter when he grew up.

	26
	Close up of Jesus
	When Jesus was about 30 years old, it was time for him to start the work He was born to do:  telling people about God and saving them from their sins. 

	37
	Jesus walking
	Jesus walked from town to town telling the people of Israel about God.  

	94
	Jesus standing by the lake
	One morning Jesus was standing by the Sea of Galilee.

	95
	Crowd around Jesus
	There were many people crowding around him who wanted to hear him speak.

	96
	View from crowd
	But they had a hard time seeing him and hearing him because there were so many people there.

	97
	Boat on shore with men cleaning nets
	Jesus saw a boat on the shore that belonged to Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were fisherman.  They were washing their nets because they had been fishing all night.

	98
	Jesus talking with Peter
	Jesus asked Peter if he could use his boat.  Of course Peter said he could.

	99
	Jesus teaching while Peter and Andrew sit next to him and listen
	So Jesus sat in the boat and taught the people.  Everyone was happy because now they could all see Jesus and hear what he said.

	100
	Jesus teaching people
	Jesus taught the people for a long time.  He told them all about God and the Kingdom of Heaven.

	101
	Jesus talking with Peter in the boat
	When Jesus was done, he turned to Peter and said, “Go out into deep water. Let the nets down so you can catch some fish."

	102
	Close up of Peter with thought bubble of fishing all night
	But Peter was tired and did not want to go fishing.  You see, Peter had been up all night fishing and had caught nothing.

	103
	Peter talking to Jesus
	But Peter knew Jesus, so he said, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."

	104
	Boat in lake
	So Peter and his Brother Andrew rowed his boat out into the lake.

	105
	Peter and Andrew letting down nets
	And they let down their nets.

	106
	Nets full of fish partially in the boat
	When they tried to pull in the nets they were so full of fish that they began to break.

	107
	Peter waving to the shore
	Peter motioned to his friends on the shore to come help them.

	108
	James and John rowing their boat out to see Peter
	Their friends, James and John, quickly got into their boat and went to help Peter and Andrew pull in their nets.

	109
	Two boats full of fish
	When they were done, both boats were so full of fish they almost sank.

	110
	Peter kneeling down before Jesus
	When Peter saw what had happened he knew that Jesus was the one who made the fish jump into his nets.  Peter was amazed at what Jesus could do, so Peter fell at Jesus’ feet and worshiped him.

	111
	Boats on shore with people staring at all of the fish
	When they got the boats to the shore, everyone was amazed at the great catch of fish that Peter, Andrew, James and John brought in.

	112
	Close up of Jesus
	Jesus wanted Peter and his friends to help him.  Jesus wanted to tell everyone about God and the Kingdom of God.  He needed workers to spread the gospel, or good news (that’s what gospel means, good news). 

	113
	Jesus talking with Peter
	So Jesus said to Peter, from now on you will be a fisher of men."  Jesus didn’t want Peter to catch fish anymore.  He wanted Peter to catch people for Jesus.

	114
	Peter, Andrew, James and John following Jesus
	So Peter, his brother Andrew, James and his brother John all left their boats and fish and followed Jesus.  They became Jesus’ closest friends and in their lifetimes told many people about the good news or the gospel of Jesus Christ.

	115
	Close up of Jesus
	Jesus still wants everyone to know the gospel.  And he still wants people to help him.  You can be a fisher of men too.  By inviting your friends to church, by praying for others or by helping other people and telling them about Jesus you can help others to become followers of Jesus too.
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