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Joseph the Slave





Take It Home





God is with me when I try to do good things


�


Water Carnival (Part 2)


Last week I talked about a funny thing that happened at our water carnival at the camp  where I was the program director. This week I’ve got another good story.


Two of my summer staff wanted to perform a Houdini escape trick. They had a special cloth bag that one of them would get locked into, thrown into the lake and seconds later break out of and swim to the surface. I allowed the trick only under the conditions that it happen in the shallows with two lifeguards present and that he would have a knife for cutting himself out (just in case). They practiced and showed me several times they could do it safely.


The week they were to perform this for the first time my family and I were gone on water carnival day. My two staffers took that opportunity to light the top of the bag on fire (without my permission) before being dunked in the water. The trick went horribly wrong as they used gasoline which filled up the inside of the bag with fumes so when it was lit a fireball started inside the bag. 


Little did my team know that our insurance inspector and the camp director were in the audience when this happened. They both wanted me fired for authorizing this stunt.


Today we learned that Joseph got in trouble for not wanting to do some bad things and was thrown in prison because of lies someone told. He didn’t deserve it especially since he didn’t do anything wrong. But God was with him.


When I returned to camp with my family I was immediately summoned to the director’s office where I was read the riot act. After an explanation of what I had authorized the heat was off me (pun intended). I knew a little how Joseph felt that day.





You will find 


today’s story in 





Genesis 39





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





The ancient Egyptians called the constellation we know as the “The Big Dipper” the Hippopotamus. 





Egyptian women used to place perfumes in wax cones on their heads.





The major crop in Egypt was barley.





Egyptians used hunting dogs we know as Greyhounds.





The flute was the only wind instrument used in ancient Egypt.





The most popular pet in Egypt was the dog (although cats were very special, too).





When ancient Egyptians got a toothache they believed the cure was eat a fried mouse.











Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Joseph the Slave


Genesis 39


	Theme: God is with me when I try to do good things.





What did Joseph’s brothers do to Joseph?  His brothers were jealous of him so to get rid of him they sold him to slave traders who took Joseph to Egypt. 





Why did Black Bart get in trouble?  Even though he was trying to do good, he had a bad reputation.  What is a “reputation”?  Reputation: the type of person other people think you are.  What type of person is Black Bart? (a bad person so he has a bad reputation)  What type of person is the Sheriff? (a good person so he has a good reputation.)





Why does Black Bart have a bad reputation?  Because he does bad things.





What bad things does Black Bart do?  Robs banks, gets in fights, shoots up the town


What kind of reputation did Joseph have? A good one.  What things did Joseph do? Worked hard, obeyed his master, followed God





What kind of reputation do you have?  What things can you do to earn a good reputation? Treat others fairly, obey the rules, help others





Why did Joseph get in trouble when he was in Potiphar’s house? Even though Joseph was doing good, he was accused of doing something bad (because Potipher’s wife was mad at Joseph.)





What happened to Joseph? He was thrown into prison.  Was that fair?





Why did God allow Joseph to get thrown into prison? God wanted Joseph to be in prison because God had a plan for Joseph’s life. In prison Joseph would be in the right place at the right time to make God’s plan work.





Did Joseph like it in prison? No  Who does the Bible tell us was with Joseph when Joseph was sent to prison?  God was with Joseph.





Prayer:  Thank God that He is always with us and that we can always talk to him when we are afraid.





The traders took Joseph to Egypt. He was thrown into jail but he did nothing wrong. Joseph trusted God to help him. He made friends with some of the prisoners.











Interesting Facts
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