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Take It Home





Sermon on the Mount





Learning to live like Jesus


�


Blessed Bees


When I was a kid there was a small neighborhood market a block from my house that had the best candy selection. Every time we’d get a nickel we’d make the trip to Varner’s Market. But on the way we would have to pass a retaining wall that always housed bees. Kids hate bees, especially mad bees that sting you.


I had an entire quarter and was king of the neighborhood. I planned to get an orange Dreamsicle, some Laffy Taffy, Jawbreakers and a few Bazooka’s with the spare change. I didn’t have a care in the world and was too excited to think about the crazy bees living in Mr. Larson’s wall. I was minding my own business making a bee line (pun intended) toward Varner’s market when out of nowhere a bee stung me on my hand. Being a kid, I freaked out like I was being eaten alive by a snake. Surely my arm would fall off and I would have to write and eat using only my left hand from now on. Stupid bees.


Sitting in church as a child I remember a sermon about the “Blessed Bees.” Since I hated bees I was disappointed that Jesus called them blessed. I now know the message was about how Jesus stood on a mountain and delivered a great sermon about what it means to be like him. “Blessed be the peacemakers...”


Jesus “stings” us in this sermon telling us crazy things like peacemakers will inherit the earth, not those that make war.  Jesus does that. We’re just walking along thinking about candy and we get stung by a bee. Jesus’ words won’t make your arm fall off but they do get your attention.			





You will find today’s story in 


Matthew 


5-7





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)





What did Ole do today?  He tried to make a pineapple upside down cake.





What did Ole do wrong?  He didn’t follow directions.





What happened because Ole didn’t follow directions? His cake blew up.





What was the Bible lesson about today?  The Sermon on the Mount





In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave us some rules to live by.  Why did he tell us these rules?  So we would know how God wants us to live our lives.





What are some of the rules that Jesus told us about in the Sermon on the Mount?  


We should hunger and thirst for righteousness (always try to learn more about God), 


We should shine our light to all men (tell people about Jesus).


We should pray to God always.





What does it mean to shine your light?  It means you should act in a way that brings honor to God in all the things that you do.  When other people see you and hear you talk about God then they will learn about who God is.





Name some ways you can shine your light?  Thanking God for your meals when you eat, being a good sport when you play a game, admitting a mistake when you are wrong, inviting friends to church





What things does God want us to pray for? Our daily needs, that we would be the kind of people that God wants us to be: forgiving, kind, loving, etc, that God’s will (what God wants to happen) would be done.





How often should we pray?  Often.  We can thank God when good things happen, we can ask God for help when we are in trouble, we can ask God to be near us when we are sad or afraid, we can rejoice with God when we are happy or we do something good, we can spend time with God if we are lonely or bored.





Prayer:  Ask God to help us be the kind of person that he wants each of us to be.  Ask God to remind us to pray and spend time with Him this week.











Interesting Facts





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





Bees are the only insect that produce food eaten by people.





Honey is the only food that includes all the substances necessary to sustain life, including enzymes, vitamins, minerals, and water.





The honey bee's wings stroke incredibly fast, about 200 beats per second, thus making their famous, distinctive buzz. A honey bee can fly for up to six miles, and as fast as 15 miles per hour.





A hive of bees will fly 90,000 miles, the equivalent of three orbits around the earth to collect 1 kg of honey.





It takes one ounce of honey to fuel a bee’s flight around the world.





A honey bee visits 50 to 100 flowers during a collection trip.





The bee's brain is oval in shape and only about the size of a sesame seed, yet it has remarkable capacity to learn and remember things and is able to make complex calculations on distance travelled and foraging efficiency.





“Look at the birds,” said Jesus. “Do they store up food in a barn? No, God feeds them and takes care of them.”
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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