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Take It Home





Jesus & the Children





Let the children 


come to me


�


Little boy blue and the man on the moon


When I was 12 years old I remember listening to American Top 40 with Casey Kasem on KDWB 63 AM radio in Minneapolis. I would usually fall asleep well before hearing the number one song and would have to ask friends the next day who was at the top. We had no internet or cell phones so we had to get this information the old-fashioned way. We had to talk to people.


 The Harry Chapin song, Cats in the Cradle topped the billboard charts in December of 1974.  As a 12-year-old I was bored with the song because I did not understand it. Now that I’ve been a father for 21 years, that song is no longer incredibly corny to me. I completely get it. The haunting lines, “And as I hung up the phone, it occurred to me, he'd grown up just like me. My boy was just like me,” resonate with parents.


This week we’re talking about one of my favorite Bible stories. Jesus is talking to adults and children approach him. Put off by their status, the disciples try to chase them off. This upset Jesus and he berated his disciples and implored them to return those same children to him. Whatever Jesus was doing was not more important than what the children needed.


Jesus placed his hands on them and he blessed them and warned the disciples that childlikeness is a requirement for the Kingdom of Heaven. He wanted us to know that he always has time for us. You see, Jesus wanted us to grow up just like him.	





You will find today’s story in 


Mark 10:13-16





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Jesus and the Children  


(Mark 10:13-16)





What was the name of the club that Ole and Sven wanted to start? The Ole and Sven Fan Club or The Sven and Ole Fan Club.





Why were they arguing? Each wanted to be president of the club





Who do you think should be the club president?  Why?





In the Bible story who wanted to see Jesus? Parents were bringing their children to see Jesus so Jesus could bless them





Why were the followers of Jesus upset about this? They thought adults were more important than children. They thought children were wasting Jesus’ time.





What did the followers of Jesus do that was wrong? They tried to stop people who were trying to get close to Jesus.  God wants us to help others come to God, not stop them.





Does God like children? Yes.





What did Jesus say about children?  He said, “Let the little children come to me.  Don’t stop them, because the kingdom of God belongs to people who are like these little children.  I tell you the truth.  You must accept God’s kingdom like a little child, or you will never enter it.  Luke 18:16b-17





God still wants children to come close to Him. How can you get close to God?  Prayer, worship, serving God by helping others, reading the Bible, etc.





Prayer: Thank God that He has chosen to love and bless children. Thank God that when we believe in Jesus, he calls all of us His children.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





A cough releases an explosive charge of air that moves at speeds up to 60 mph.





A fingernail or toenail takes about 6 months to grow from base to tip.





A human being loses an average of 40 to 100 strands of hair a day.





A sneeze can exceed the speed of 100 mph.





After spending hours working at a computer display, look at a blank piece of white paper. It will probably appear pink.





An average human drinks about 16, 000 gallons of water in a lifetime.





An average person uses the bathroom 6 times per day.





An average human scalp has 100,000 hairs.





An individual blood cell takes about 60 seconds to make a complete circuit of the body.





Babies are born with 300 bones, but by adulthood we have only 206 in our bodies.





The disciples tried to keep the children away from Jesus. But Jesus told them, “Let the children come to me.”











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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