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The Greatest Commandment





Take It Home





Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength


�


With all your heart...


Two years ago I sat with one of our Wonderful Counselors	 in a hospital in Santa Clara. Carolyn has an amazing heart, especially when it comes to children. She is incredibly dedicated to her own children and to those in her daycare. But Carolyn’s heart was failing. She had been waiting for a heart transplant for an incredibly long time. You cannot imagine the boredom and anxiety she faced waiting for the moment when a new heart became available. 


Carolyn will tell you, in order for her to live, someone must die. It’s a terribly sobering thought. Her prayer was that the person who’s heart she would receive would have known Jesus. 


Carolyn loves the Lord with all her heart. Talk with her and in less than 5 minutes she’ll work Jesus into the conversation. And, just like we teach your children, Jesus loves Carolyn, and you, with all his heart.	I secretly wonder if Carolyn’s heart wore out because she’s used it to love others so much.


The Greatest Commandment implores us to love the Lord with all our heart. Carolyn knows exactly what this means. She completely realizes that her life is a gift from God. She also knows that her physical life was saved by someone she never met. That’s love.


This year, Carolyn is doing great with her new heart. She’ll be thinking about and praying for her children. She’s also praying for your children. And you can bet she’s praying for the donor’s family who gave Carolyn the gift of a heart. 


		





You will find today’s story in 


Matthew


22:34-40





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





The Greatest Commandment  


(Matt 22:34-40)





Do you think Ole and Sven are very smart?  No  Why not?  They don’t know the answers to many questions so they make stuff up.





What are some things Ole and Sven said that aren’t true?  1) The sun doesn’t go anywhere.  (The earth rotates so that the sun hits only half the planet at a time.)  2) Grass is green because it has chlorophyll in its blades.  Chlorophyll is the substance that turns sunlight into energy for plants and chlorophyll is green.





What are commandments? Rules that God has given us in the Bible   Can you name any of the 10 commandments?  1) You must have no other gods except me. 2) You must not make idols or worship any idol. 3) You must not use the name of the Lord your God thoughtlessly. 4) Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 5) Honor your father and mother. 6) You must not murder. 7) Dads and Moms need to keep their promise to each other. 8) You must not steal. 9) You must not lie.  10) You must not covet (want to take) your neighbor’s things.





What are some of the rules your mom or dad has made for you?  Clean your room, brush your teeth every day (2x), don’t be late for school, eat good food etc.





Why does your mom or dad want you to eat healthy foods or take vitamins? So you will grow up strong and healthy





What are some rules that God has made for you? Love God, love your neighbor, give to those in need, treat others as you want them to treat you, etc.





Why does God want you to follow these rules?  So we will grow up to be the kind of people who follow God and serve Him





What is the greatest commandment? To love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength





How can you love others? Treat them with respect, share with them, pray for them





How can you show God that you love him?  Follow His commandments, worship Him, do things that will make God happy (loving others, giving to the poor)





Prayer:  Ask God to help us grow closer to Him and learn to do the things that make Him happy.  Ask God to help us to learn to love others too.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





Grapefruit got its name because they often grow in bunches on the tree.  Typically, fruits are scattered throughout the tree.





The candies most likely to cause tooth decay are dark chocolate and fudge.  Those least likely to damage the teeth are nut- or coconut covered candies.





Celery has negative calories.  It takes more calories to eat a piece of celery than the celery has in it to begin with.





The original filling in Twinkies was banana.  It was replaced by vanilla-flavored cream during World War II, when the United States experienced a banana shortage.





If Jell-O is hooked up to an EEG (heart monitor), it registers movements virtually identical to the brain waves of a healthy adult.





The flavor we think of as bubblegum is a combination of wintergreen, vanilla and cassia, a form of cinnamon.





Jesus wants us to love God and our neighbors. If we do these things then we will make God happy.











Interesting Facts
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