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Paul’s Shipwreck





Take It Home





God will take care of us


�


Marooned


I was a college sophomore and it was time to head back home for Christmas break. I was really looking forward to going home and enjoying the holidays and good food with my family. My brother was supposed to pick me up (with all my laundry) and we were to head home.


It was close to midnight and it was winter in Minnesota. The crisp 20 below zero air made things all the more miserable. And, it started to snow. Instead of waiting until morning we headed out.


Halfway home the car exploded, ceased running and spit oil all over the windshield. He pulled the car underneath an overpass and we sat wondering what to do. If we stayed in the car we would freeze by morning. If we started walking, we would freeze even faster. Thankfully, a nice man with a large car saw what happened and stopped to help us out. That’s called, “Minnesota Nice.” The car needed to be towed so all he could really do was to drop us off at a service station with a phone. I called home but my folks were fast asleep and never heard the ring (that was before cell phones). So, we spent an incredibly boring but warm night on the floor of a small service station that the nice man kept open for us until help arrived later that morning.


The Apostle Paul was in a terrible storm and was shipwrecked on an island for two weeks before he was “rescued.” He was actually under arrest and was traveling to Rome for his trial. He was a Roman citizen and so he was, in a sense, going home, too. As awful as that experience was, God took care of Paul.


God takes care of us, too. Share with your kids, this week, a story of how God took care of you.	Your kids need to know that even if bad things happen, God cares for them. 





You will find 


today’s story in 


Acts 25-27





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Paul’s Shipwreck (Acts 25-27)





What did Ole and Sven do today?  They were sailing Do they know anything about sailing? No. Where were they sailing?  They were in Sven’s bathtub.





Have you ever been on a boat?  Where was the boat? (ocean, lake, river, pool, bathtub)  Was it fun? Where did you go?  Was the water calm or rough? 





Why was Paul on a ship? Paul was under arrest. Where was Paul going? Rome Why was Paul going to Rome? He was to be tried in Caesar’s court.





What happened to Paul on his trip? His ship was caught in a storm and crashed into an island  Was that a good thing or a bad thing? Bad Have you ever gone on a trip and have something bad thing happen?  What was it? 





How do you think Paul was feeling during the storm? He was cold, hungry, wet and tired for over two weeks.





Was Paul scared? No. Why not?  An angel of the Lord talked to Paul and told him that he would be safe.





Do you think God is mad at Paul and Paul is being punished?  No 





Why did God allow these things to happen to Paul?  So Paul would be able to go to the island of Malta and tell the people there about Jesus.  If not for the storm and the shipwreck, Paul would have sailed right by because the soldiers would never have stopped on that island. 





Prayer: Thank God that He is always with us and He is always in control of our lives.  Ask God to help us through good times and bad times.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





-The average cruise ship travels 6 inches on one gallon of fuel.


-The telephone area code for a cruise ship sailing in the Atlantic Ocean is 871.


-A five-masted schooner, when under full sail, has 48 sails.


-The only U.S. President to be marooned on an island after a shipwreck was John F. Kennedy.


-During the Spanish-American War, Sailors wore leggings called boots, which came to mean a Navy (or Marine) recruit. These recruits trained in "boot" camps.


-”MAYDAY,” is the distress call for voice radio, for vessels and people in serious trouble at sea. The term was made official by an international conference in 1948, and is an anglicizing of the French "m'aidez," (help me).


-The cask of drinking water on ships was called a scuttlebutt and since Sailors exchanged gossip when they gathered at the scuttlebutt for a drink of water, scuttlebutt became U.S. Navy slang for gossip or rumors. A butt was a wooden cask which held water or other liquids; to scuttle is to drill a hole, as for tapping a cask.





Paul spent two weeks shipwrecked on an island in the middle of the sea. But God cared for him because he had something important for him to do on his journey.











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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