Today’s Scripture readings   
Matthew 22:36-39, 28:19-20
The Greatest Commandment, in Matthew chapter 22

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 

37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'”

The Great Commission, in Matthew chapter 28

19”Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
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“Growing in my relationships with God and people”
G.R.O.W.
 series, week 3          R = Relationships
We are in week 3 of a 6-week Fall series called “GROW” focusing on the centrality of God’s Word, healthy relationships in Christ, obedient living, and growing in worship. 
Today, let’s consider how our spirituality is all about our relationship with God, and our love for people… even ourselves.
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
1 John 1:9


Christianity is all about relationships!


the ‘vertical’ relationship with God is most important


‘horizontal’ relationships with people will follow

Christianity is not a ‘religion’
'Love the Lord your God’

with all your heart and soul and mind


as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

God first loved us, came among us, chose us


???how goes your walk with God

Jesus’ many questions to people in the gospels can
help guide a response to God’s invitation to draw near
‘Love your neighbor…’

not just those who love you!    (Mt. 5:43-48)


love Christians



love pre-Christians too

‘…as yourself’



make disciples
(the key phrase of 28:19)


baptize them in the name of the Trinity
teach them to obey Christ’s commands
 and Jesus will be with you, even to the end of the age
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