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1. The New Year is already a day old and I’m fairly sure that at least a FEW of us have made a resolution or 2 about changes or improvements we would like to make in the coming year. Things like dieting or getting rid of certain bad habits often top the lists of resolutions people make. But if you were listening closely to the closing verses from II Peter that I read a few moments ago, you may have picked up on a much more imp. “resolution” that we could make today! In vs. 18, Peter encourages us to “GROW in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Wouldn’t it be exciting if all of us who call First Cov. Church “home” would make a strong commitment to GROWING in our faith this coming year! I can’t think of a better way to begin 2005, than for us to take a few moments to examine together WHY such growth is important, & then HOW to begin that journey toward growth. 

2. 1st of all, WHY BOTHER? Why should “growing” be a priority for each of us who claims to follow J.C. as Lord? The answer to that quest is really pretty simple. GROWTH IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE JESUS COMMANDED IT! When He traveled with His 1st 12 disciples, He prepared and taught them how they were to live their lives once He was no longer with them physically. He was always “stretching” them just a bit further than they had been up to that point. And after His death and resurrection he left them with the instructions to “Go and make disciples, baptizing them and &teaching them everything I’ve commanded you.” There was no way they could follow that command unless they continued to grow in their faith! If you accept this answer to that “why” question, then HOW DO WE GO ABOUT GROWING? Each of you has received a brochure this morning that asks, “Are you ready for the journey?” Inside that brochure you will find the letters G.R.O.W. Each letter represents one way that growing can happen. Let’s take a brief look at these 4 ingredients that impact our Christian growth and do a little self assessment to see if we are growing or standing still in any of these four.

3. “G” stands for “God’s Word.”  This seems so basic it may seem as if we don’t need to even mention it. But it’s surprising how many Christians are NOT growing in their knowledge or application of the teachings found in God’s Word. Let me ask you a few questions: Do you know your way around the Bible? Can you find a book (like II Peter, for instance) without looking in the index? Maybe committing yourself to becoming more familiar with how the books of the Bible are put together is a worthy goal for your growth in the year ahead. Are you spending time regularly reading and studying the Bible? Do you ever get time regularly reading and studying the Bible? Do you ever get together with fellow believers to discuss and to try to apply what you are reading to your daily life? Maybe a visit to the Christian bookstore to get some Bible study aides might be useful to you. If you are honest with yourself, you know ho you are making use of God’s Word and where you need to grow. ARE YOU WILLING TO LET THE BIBLE BECOME A MORE SIGNIFICANT PART OF YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY IN 2005? Then growth can begin to happen. 
4. “R” stands for “relationships.” You’ve heard it before, but let me remind you of an important truth once again today – WE’RE IN THIS JOURNEY WITH CHRIST TOGETHER! Another way of saying this is, we need each other. I think we men in particular have a hard time accepting this as being true. But regardless of our gender, most of us pride ourselves in our independence and our ability to get through the hard times by relying only on ourselves. We’ve been raised in a culture that seems to imply that depending on others is a sign of weakness and we SURE don’t want to appear weak! But Christ’s design for us as Christians is the exact opposite of this “I can go it alone” mentality. He teaches us over and over in His Word that we not only need to rely on Him, we need to depend on the strength and encouragement that comes from our fellow believers! But Christian relationships are a 2-way street. Not only do we need to reach out to draw strength from our fellow believers – WE ALSO NEED TO BE THERE FOR THOSE WHO MAY NEED US IN THEIR TIMES OF NEED! So how are YOUR relationships with other Christians? Are you strong enough in your faith to know that you need others, and that others need you? Whether we like it or not, we ARE in this walk of faith together!

5. “O” stands for OBEDIENT LIVING. You see, it’s not enough just to KNOW what it is that the Lord desires for us to do as Christians – we need to actually follow through and obey Him! Once Jesus told the story of 2 sons. The father came to one of his boys and asked him to do a certain job. The son said, “Sure Dad, I’ll do it,” but then got involved with other things and didn’t do what he’d been asked to do. The other son was asked to do something and said, “No way, I’m not doing that!” But then later he changed his mind and did what his father had asked. The point of the story Jesus told that day is that IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO JUST SAY WE’RE GOING TO OBEY; WE ACTUALLY NEED TO DO WHAT HE ASKS! Sometimes the Lord asks us to do things we don’t find to be easy or comfortable. In fact, quite often He asks us to step beyond what we think we can do and to trust Him enough to rely on HIS strength instead of our own ingenuity. Are you willing to grow in this area of obedience in the New Year that lies ahead? If you are convinced that the Lord is asking you to serve as a volunteer on a committee at church, or to invite your neighbor to come with you to church, or to do something else that may scare you to death, ARE YOU WILLING? Growing in our faith demands obedience!

6. Finally, the “W” in grow represents WORSHIP. I hope you would agree with me that our worship together each Sunday is a special time in which we enjoy singing and praying and fellowshipping together each week. This hour each Sunday can be seen as a “refueling” stop that gives us energy and strength for another week “out there” in the world. But worship is not just something that we do together; if we are going to grow and develop as the Lord desires, we will want to worship Him in private as well! Reading His Word and spending time talking and listening to Him in prayer are a couple of the obvious ways we can worship when we’re alone with God. But, worship should be a part of everything we do as disciples of Jesus. When we’re driving down the road, we can sing along with the Christian radio station or the CD we’re listening to. We can talk to Him and say something like, “Lord, I love you! I want you to know that whatever you want me to do this day, I’m available. Open my eyes to see what you want me to see.” Worship is being PRESENT with the Lord wherever we happen to be and wanting what He wants for us! Some of us wouldn’t miss a Sunday morning worship opportunity for anything. Others of us are strong in spending time with Jesus in our daily routines of life. BOTH ARE IMPORTANT IF SPIRITUAL GROWTH IS OUR GOAL.  

7. I mentioned before that little brochure that each of you has that gives you some good reminders of what GROWING in Christ should look like for each of us. But as you look at that reminder you will see that it asks you for a commitment to these 4 areas of growth. What are you willing, with the Lord’s help, to do about God’s Word, about your relationships with other Christians, in you level of obedience to God, and in your times of worship in the months ahead. As we spend time in these next moments preparing our hearts to receive the bread and the cup here at the Lord’s Table, I invite you to give prayerful thought about how YOU are going to respond to this challenge to GROW! And perhaps as the elements are being passed among us in a few minutes, the Lord will prompt you to write something on your sheet for some or all of those 4 areas in which we want to grow. And let us find hope and encouragement in knowing that the Lord not only WANTS us to grow – He will HELP us to grow as we rely on Him in this New Year before us!

