Stations of (Creation

T he Stations of (reation are a sequence of prayer reflections based upon oi;jects observed in (God’s natural
world. [ntended to enlarge both ourgratitucle and our stewardship, itis he]PFu] if the rite can be exPeriencec{
outdoors. |t may be celebrated either in&iviclua”g orin a small group, but if the latter, a leader can be aPPointecl to

casua”g direct tl’xejoumeg, having done simpie Prior Planning to map out a suitable route. [~ ach station makes use of-

o A natural objcct, to be viewed if Possib]e
o A Biblc passage, to be read aloud bg the/a Par’cicipant after stating the station’s title
e A word Picturc (ifina grouP>, shared }33 a member of the group, that may bring others a sPiritual aPPIication

A prayer, brief and spontancous
o A response, sung if Possible; included here is the refrain from the hgmn [Forthe Beau@ of the [ arth. (T he
Kﬂ/‘/@ [leison may be used instead, or a contemporary song such as (God of Wonders). Upon completion,

the entire hgmn may be sung.
~~Richard (. Mglander
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Lord of all, to you we raise this our hymnof grate-ful praise.

E_arth

ScriPture: (Jnstruction: A reader states the station title and reads the text aloud.)
[ he earth is the [ ord’s and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.
For God founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters

~~FPsalm 241

A Word Picture: (Jnstruction: « T hink of an image that conveys a SPiritual truth about this item.
For example, who remembers seeing that first Photograph taken of the earth
from the surface of the moon? |n SPite of the earth’s enormous size, its
complexit9 and its Problems, how Fragilc and vulnerable it looked to us in that
photograph. How different things can be from God's perspective.”)

AT rayer (Instruction: A participant will volunteer a prayer.)

A Response: (Instruction: T he line may be sung or stated.) | ord of all, to You we raise this,
our hymn of grateful praise.



Sky
O/ ord our ] ord, [ fow mﬁ’c‘stic /s 7775 name in all the earth, Who hast
a//s/:)/aﬂea/ T/rﬂ sp/cndor above the heavens! |Vhen [ consider T/y heavens,
the work of 7729 7[//756/‘5, the moon and the stars, which | hou hast ordained,
what is man, that | hou dost take t/zou(g/zf of him? And the son of man, that
7 hou dost care for him? Yet 7770u hast made him a little lower than (God, and
dost crown him with ‘g/ory and mﬁ’csfy/ .. Your steadfast love is /I{gfler than the
/763\/@175, and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 5(3 cxa/fcd, O God,

above the 54/@5, and let ﬂOUI‘g/O/y be over all the ecarth.
~~FPsalm 8:1,3-5; 108:4-5

Scripture:

A Word Picture
A Fraﬂer
A Response: Lord of a”, to You we raise this, our lﬂgmn oFgrateFul Praise.

Light
7 hen Crod said, '] et there be //('g/n‘s in the expanse of the heavens to
separate the a/aﬂ from the n{g/zt, and let them be for 51818, and for seasons, and
for Jaﬂs and years.” And it was so. And (God made the two great /{g/zts, the
greater //g/ﬂf’ to govern the c/aﬂ, and the lesser //g/n‘ to govern the n/;g/m / '/c
made the stars also. Ana’ Goc/ /D/BCCG/ them in the expanse of the heavens to
give //g/ﬁ on the earth, and to govern the daﬂ and the nlg/ﬁ, and to scparate the

//g/L)t from the darkness. And (God saw that it was gooc/. And there was
~~(Genesis 1:14-19

ScriPture:

evening and there was morning, a fourth a/aﬂ
A Word Ficture
A Frager
A Rcsponse: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hgmn oFgrateFul Praise.

Wind
A tempcst arose on the sea, so great that the boat was f)c/ng swampcc/ bﬂ
the waves; but Jcsus was as/eclo. And t/mﬂ woke him up, saying,
i ord, save us! |e are Pcr/sﬁfn‘g/” And he said to them, " W/y are you afraid,
you of little faith?" | hen he gotup and rebuked the winds and the sea; and

there was a dead calm. 77765 were amazed, saying, " What sort of man is this,
~~Matthew 8:24-27

Scripture:
P

that even the winds and the sea obey him?"
A Word Picture
A Prayer
A Response: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hymn oFgrateFul Praise‘



Watcr
Scriptu re: God WI”OU(g/ﬂ' wonders before our fathers, in the land of Egypt] in the freld of

Zoan, /"7@ divided the sea, and caused them to pass t/zroug/-); Ana/ f’fe made
the waters stand up fike a /763/0. 7776/7 /l'fc led them with the cloud [75 a/aﬂ, and
all the n{g/n‘ with a //5/71‘ of fire. [ e s/o//t the rocks in the wilderness, and gave
them abundant drink ke the ocean c/cpt/-)s‘ /l'fe broug/n.‘ forth streams also
from the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers. ~~Fsalm78:12-16
A Word Ficture
A Prayer
AResponse: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.

Fire
Sceripture: Put who can endure the day of [ s coming? And who can stand when [ e
a/o/oears? For ﬁe is ke a refiner's fire and like )[u//crs’soap Anc/ /7@ will sit as
a smelter and /oun'rf/cr of silver, and [ e will PUN@ the sons of | evi and refine
them like 50/0/ and silver, so that t/;cy may present to the [ ord 0)[)[6/7}755 n
r‘[g/iteousncss, 7 hen the o[[er/ng of _Judah and _Jerusalem will be P/eas/ng to
the | ord) as in the days of old and as in former years. ~~Malachi 3.2+
A Word Picture
A Frager
A Rcsponsc: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hgmn oFgrateFul Praise.

Rock
ScriPtu re: And some of the Fharisees in the multitude said to J@sus, 1 [ eacher, rebuke
Your a//'salb/cs. " And [Je answered and said, "/ tell you, iF these become 5//6/71’,
the stones will cry out!” ~~| uke 19:39-40
A Word Picture
A Frager
A Response: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hgmn oFgrateFul Praise,

Tree
Seripture: [ here was a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. | he tree
grew /a/gc and became strong, and its /76[g/7i' reached to the skﬂ, And it was
visible to the end of the whole carth. [ts 7[0//556 was beautitul and its fruit
abundant, and in it was food for all. | he beasts of the field found shade under
it, and the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches, and all lving creatures fed
themselves from it. ~~Daniel 4:10-12
A Word Picture
A Prayer
A Response: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hgmn oFgrateFul Praise‘



Crop and Climate
Scripture: /:or as the rain and the snow come down from /763\/@/7, and do not return there
until t/zcy have watered the earth, maé/n‘g it br/’n‘g forth and sprout, gving seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so 5/73///\//3 word be tﬁatgoes out from
/\//ﬂ mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, but it shall accomlo//s/z that which |
purpose, and succeed in the t/z/ng forwhich | sent it
~~]saial’1 55:10-1 1
A Word Ficture
A Frager
A Kesponse: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our l'\gmn oFgrateFul Praise.

Food and Drink
Scriptu re: Jesus said, “| ook at the birds of the air, that t/my do not sow, neither do t/my

reap, norgat/;er/nto [73/775, and yetyour ﬁcav@zv(y /: ather feeds them. Are you
not worth much more than tﬁeﬂ? And which of you /yﬂ /7@//75 anxious can add a
SIhg/e cubit to his life's span?... Do not be anxious t/nen, saying, "What shall we
cat? or ’W/7.at shall we drink? for your Aeavcn/y I ather knows that you need all
these things. Put seck first [Tis kingdom and [Tis righteousness; and all these
t/w’ngs shall be aa/a/cc/toyou. ” ~~Matthew 6:26-27,%1-%3

A Word Picture

A Frager
A Kesponse: Lord of a”, to You we raise this, our l‘xﬂmn oFgrateFu! Praise.

Bcast
Scripture: Ask the animals, and t/zeﬂ will teach you; the birds of the air, and t/vcy will tell
you; spcaé to the P/ants of the carth, and t/wjy will inform you; even the Fish of
the sea will declare to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand
of the | (DR has done this? [n his hand is the life of every //'v/ng t/v/ng, even
the breath of all humankind. ~~Job 12:7-10
A Word Picture
A Frager
A Response: | ord of all, to You we raise this, our hgmn oFgrateFul Praise,

Woman and Man
5criptu re: So (God created humankind in his image, in the image of (God he created them;
male and female he created them. (God blessed them, and (God said to them,
"Be truitful and multiply, and fill the carth and subdue it; and have dominion
overthe fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.” .. And it was so. (od saw everything that he had



made, and indeed. it was very gooal, And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth c/ay ~~(3enesis 1:27-28,3%0, 3 1
A Word Ficture
A Prayer
A Response:  |_ord of all, to You we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.

Deca Yy
Seripture: [oreverything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a
time to be born, and a time to die... All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like
the flower of the field. | he grass withers and the flower fades when the breath
of the LOK D blows upon it 5ure/ﬂ the Pcop/c are grass. 777@ grass W/f/iers,
the Hower )[a'c/cs, but the word of our Goa/ stands forever.
~~f cclesiastes 3:1; |saiah 40:6-8
A Word Picture
A Frager
AResponse: |ord of all, to You we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.

Faith, HoPc and ] ove
ScriPtu re: You have made known to me the /Dat/7 of lite; You will il me with joy in
Your presence... /\/ow abide J[a/t/y /70,0@, /ovc, these t/7rcc; but the
greatest of these is love. ~~FPsalm 16:11, 1 Corinthians 13:1%
A Word Ficture
A Frager
A Kesponse: Lord of a”, to You we raise this, our l‘xﬂmn oFgrateFu! Praise.



Optional:

Forthe Peauty of the F arth, F.5. Ficrpoint
Forthe beauty of the earth, for the glorg of the skies,

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies:

| ord of all to You we raise this, our hﬂmn oFgratemCul Praise.

}:or the wonder of each hour of the da9 and of the night,
Hl” and vale and tree and ﬂow’r, sun and moon and stars of lightz

| ord of all, to You we raise this, our hgmn of gratmcu] Praise.

f:or the worth of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s deliglﬂt,
For the mgstic harmonﬂ Iiking sense to sound and sightz
| ord of all to You we raise this, our hymn oFgratemCul Praise.

ForYourself, best ghct divine, to our world so Frcelfj givin,
Forthe great, greatlove of | hine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n:
great, g P J°3
| ord of all to You we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.
Y g P

Canticle of the Sun, A Prayer of St. [rancis of Assisi
Most high, aH~Power‘Ful, a”gooc{, | ordl All Praise is Yours, all g]org, all honor and all blessing. T oVYou alone, Most

High, do theg belong. No mortal !iPs are worthg to pronounce Your name.
All praise be Yours, my | _ord, through all that 'Y ou have made, and first, my |_ord, Byrother Sun, who brings the day
and the light You give to us through him. [Jow beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendor!
OFfYou, Most High, he bears the likeness.
All Praise be Yours, my | ord, through Sister Moon and Stars; in the heavens you have made them,
bright and Precious and fair.
All praise be Yours, my | ord, through Prothers Wind and Aiir, and fair and stormy, all the weather's moods, by
which You cherish all that You have made.
All Praise be Yours, my | ord, through Sister Water, so useucul, |ow|3, Precious, and pure.
Al praise be Yours, my |_ord, through Brother Fire, through whom You brighten up the night. [How beautiful he is,
how joyful, full of power and strengtht!
All Praise be Yours, my | ord, through Sister [~ arth, who feeds us in her sovereignty and Procluces various fruits and
colored flowers and herbs.
AH Praise be Yours, my Lorcl, through those who grant Forgiveness forlove of You, through those who endure
sickness and trial. Happy those who endure in peace. 59 You, Most High, tl’TCH will be crowned.
Al praise be Yours, my | ord, through Sister Death, from whose embrace no mortal can escape. Happy those she
finds doing your willl The second death can do no harm to them.
[raise and bless my | ord, and give []im thanks, and serve [Him with great humility. Amen.



