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God Chooses Us to do Great Things





Take It Home





Esther becomes queen


�


Senior class president


I didn’t like either candidate for senior class president so I didn’t vote. And although it was a big deal, I never got caught up in the election. So, imagine my surprise when I was told that I had been elected even though I never ran. I was a write-in candidate and never knew it. Someone was working behind the scenes to get me elected. I still don’t know who organized that coup but there I was. I was now the senior class president. For some reason, I was chosen to do great things. Or, at least, that was the expectation. It was such an improbable thing that I had no idea what a president did. So, I made it up as the year progressed. 


Years later I was talking with a friend about how I had never received any invitations to our class reunions. “Maybe I had not been a good president and had been shunned,” I thought to myself. Then my friend asked me, “Well, who was the senior class president? The president is supposed to organize all of that.” Oops. That would be me.


In today’s story we find an improbable woman, an Israelite, being chosen as the queen of Persia. The king had his people search the land for the most beautiful woman in the kingdom. It was love at first sight.


I’m certain that Esther never imagined herself as the queen of the Persian empire. She took the job but she probably spent a lot of time wondering why she was chosen. Little did she know, God was working behind the scenes to make her queen so she could do something incredible. Sometimes God chooses us to do great things.





You will find today’s story in 


Esther 1, 2





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





What happens to Beauty at the end of the story? She becomes queen when she marries the prince.  Did Beauty deserve to be queen?  Why or Why not?


Is beauty and the beast a true story? No.





Is the Bible story we read today, the story of Esther a true story? Yes.





Have you ever been part of a beauty contest?  Have you ever been to or seen a beauty contest? What are they like?  Does it sound like a good way to pick a queen? 





Why did the king choose his new queen with a beauty contest? His advisors told him to.  





Why did the king’s advisors tell the king this was the best way to choose a queen?  Because God put this idea in their heads. (There are other times in the Bible where God has put advice in the mouths of advisors.  See 1 Kings 12, 1 Kings 22)





Why did God want the king to choose his queen in a beauty contest? Because Esther was beautiful and God knew she would win the contest.  This is how God chose to make a poor foreign girl the queen of the most powerful nation on earth.





Why did God want the king to choose a new queen?  God wanted Esther in a position where she could help her people.





Many things have happened in your life. (have the kids name some: where you were born, who you parents are, where you live) and many things will happen (where you will go to school, where you will live, what friends you will have, what people you will meet).  God can and will use all these things to make us the people He wants us to be.





Prayer: Ask God to help us to trust Him because we know He will do good things in our lives.





Here are some more bizarre and random trivia facts. We know they are a little strange but they are interesting.





-A kind of tortoise in the Galapagos Islands has an upturned shell at its neck so it can reach its head up to eat cactus branches.


-Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds, while dogs only have about ten.


-The tune for the "A-B-C" song is the same as "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star."


-The common goldfish is the only animal that can see both infra-red and ultra-violet light.


-Tennessee is bordered by more states than any other. The eight states are Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia.


-Des Moines has the highest per capita Jello consumption in the U.S


-There are only three animals with blue tongues, the Black Bear, the Chow Chow dog and the blue-tongued lizard.


-Pinocchio is Italian for "pine head."


-Hacky-sack was invented in Turkey.


-If you stretch a standard Slinky out flat it measures 87 feet long.


-Two animals have rectangular pupils, the octopus and the goat.





The King of Persia needed a new Queen so he said, “Bring me the most beautiful women from all over the kingdom.”











Interesting Facts









[image: image24.png]
Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.


[image: image2]

[image: image3]
Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.


[image: image4]

