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Choosing to Honor God





Take It Home





Mordecai & Haman


	�


Big Bad Bully


Chances are, if you didn’t have a bully in elementary school, you were the bully. I had a bully. He was a mean kid. He used to find great joy in punching my arm every day, sometimes multiple times a day. I told a teacher what was happening and they confronted the bully and I then got labeled a snitch. With a bruised arm that got more sore every day, I did everything I could to avoid him. My day was filled with anxiety over this kid. I didn’t want to go to school and face him. I seemed powerless.


One day I decided to do something about it. I took two pieces of duct tape and pushed several tacks through the sticky side of the tape. I then taped each piece to my upper arm. That made me a thumbtack-porcupine. 


That day I walked the halls with great confidence. I knew it would either work, or make him so mad he’d beat me up. Either way, I would win and it would stop because I knew he would get suspended if he beat me up. During lunch he punched me especially hard and the tacks dug into the bone. The subsequent infection cured him of punching anyone.


Today we talked with your kids about bullies and what to do if they are bullied. As a parent, you play a very important role in when and how to take action. But it’s something that can’t be ignored.


We also told the story of one of the most notorious bullies in the Bible. Haman was a horrible man who tried to destroy all the Jews through lies and deceit. Telling this story to your child might be a great opportunity to talk about bullies. But keep the tack story to yourself. 





You will find today’s story in 


Esther 3





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





In the Bible story, who was the prince who hated God’s people?  Haman





Why did Haman hate the Jews?  Because Mordecai, Esther’s uncle, would not bow down and worship Haman.





Why wouldn’t Mordecai bow down to Haman?  Because he didn’t want to break God’s commandments that say we should only worship God.





What happened when Mordecai chose to honor God and not bow down to Haman?  Haman got mad and decided to do some thing bad to Mordecai.





What did Haman do? He had the king declare all the Jews in the kingdom would be killed.





Were Esther, Mordecai and all of God’s people in danger? Yes, but God had a plan to protect them.





Do you know someone that doesn’t like you?  What are some of the things that they have done because they don’t like you? 





What can you do about someone who doesn’t like you?  If they are bullying you then you should tell your parents or a teacher.  You can pray for them.  You should treat them with respect according to the golden rule. (treat others the way you want them to treat you)





Prayer: Thank God that he watches over and protects us.





Here are some more bizarre and random trivia facts. We know they are a little strange but they are interesting.





-Many hamsters only blink one eye at a time.


-Hamsters love to eat crickets.


-The only "real" food that U.S. Astronauts are allowed to take into space is pecan nuts.


-The book of Esther in the Bible is the only book which does not mention the name of God.


-An animal epidemic is called an epizootic.


-The little lump of flesh just forward of your ear canal, right next to your temple, is called a tragus.


-Murphy's Oil Soap is the chemical most commonly used to clean elephants.


-Walt Disney's autograph bears no resemblance to the famous Disney logo.


-Other than humans, black lemurs are the only primates that may have blue eyes.


-The United States has never lost a war in which mules were used.


-The two longest one-syllable words in the English language are "screeched" and "strengths."


-There were no squirrels on Nantucket until 1989.


-All porcupines float in water.


-Giraffes have no vocal cords.





Haman convinced the king to sign a law that got rid of the Jews. Haman hated the Jews because Mordecai refused to bow down to the king.











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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