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Haman Loses, God’s People Win!





Take It Home





GOD uses US to help others


	�


Random Act of kindness


In 1988, Mary was a young newlywed who was moving to Norway with her new husband. She was stopped at the airport because she did not have the $103 to ship her baggage. Her new husband traveled ahead of her to Norway. She had carefully chosen only those things most important to her. But the man behind the counter was insistent. She would not be allowed to board without paying the $103. 	Mary started to cry as she had no idea what to do. Then she heard a gentle and friendly voice behind her say, “That’s OK, I’ll pay for her.” Mary turned around and saw a tall man she had never seen before. The man was a poorly paid community worker from Chicago just starting his studies as a lawyer. 


Mary assured him she would pay him back. So he scratched his name and address out on a piece of paper and handed it to Mary. She said he had a kind and gentle voice. She thanked him repeatedly.


Immediately after Mary arrived in Norway she sent him a check for the $103. The piece of paper said “Barack Obama.” Mary said, “He was my knight in shining armor.” 


Regardless of where you stand politically, this is a remarkable story. This young man was willing to help a complete stranger by paying her way. I’m not sure what I would do in that case. I would probably think, “Too bad for her. She should have planned better.” 


In today’s story, God’s people are saved because Esther took a big risk and decided to help others. God used her to help save a nation. And Mordecai is made the number two ruler in the kingdom. 


You never know what affect your act of kindness will have on others.





You will find today’s story in 


Esther 7-10





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Do you like bugs?  What is your favorite bug?  Are there any bugs you are scared of? Spiders, beetles, potato bugs





In the Bible story, did Esther and her people have trouble with ants? No  What problem did they have?  They were going to be killed by their neighbors.





Why were the neighbors allowed to hurt the Jewish people? Haman had gotten the king to make a law that all the Jewish people would be killed on a certain day.





What did Esther do?  She asked the king to change the law.





Did the King change the law? No  Why not? The king could not change a law after it had been made.





What did the King do?  He made a new law that said the Jewish people could defend themselves.





What happened on the day Esther and her people were supposed to be destroyed? They defended themselves and won a victory





What happened the next day?  They had a feast and celebrated   What is this Jewish holiday called?  Purim (it is still celebrated today)





Prayer:  Thank God that He is always with us and He will always protect us.





Here are some more bizarre and random trivia facts. We know they are a little strange but they are interesting.





-A cockroach can live for up to a week without a head.


-A typical bed usually houses over 6 billion dust mites.


-An adult bedbug can survive up to one year without feeding.


-Ants don't sleep.


-Australian termites have been known to build mounds twenty feet high and at least 100 feet wide.


-Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects, flying 50 to 60 mph.


-Each year, insects eat 1/3 of the Earth's food crop.


-In its entire lifetime, the average worker bee produces 1/12th teaspoon of honey.


-Mosquitoes dislike citronella because it irritates their feet.


-Mosquitoes prefer children to adults, and blondes to brunettes.


-Only full-grown male crickets can chirp.


-The animal responsible for the most human deaths world-wide is the mosquito.


-The blood of mammals is red, the blood of insects is yellow, and the blood of lobsters is blue.


-There are more insects in one square mile of rural land than there are human beings on the entire earth.





The King made Mordecai his new chief helper. He made a new law that protected God’s people. God used Esther to keep his people safe! 











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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