Taking your faith from church into your home.
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Take It Home





Who is that strange man living in the desert and why is he eating bugs?





The interesting life of John the Baptist


�


Crazy in Santa Rosa


Had John the Baptist been living in Santa Rosa in September of 2012, he most definitely would have spent some time in the psych unit or way out in the West county woods. Think about that for a while. Would you have listened to a man dressed in animal skins? How about eating locusts? Would you listen to him rant? “Repent!For the day of the Lord is at hand!” Would you? I must confess I wouldn’t. I’d be thinking, “Wow. I really live in an interesting county. In Minnesota you’d never tell anyone to ‘repent.’ We don’t even honk our car horns.”


One of the many jobs we have as parents is getting our kids to repent of the naughty things they have done and, hopefully, not do them again. But then again, we seem to have a bit of trouble with that ourselves. Read the story of John the Baptist to your kids this week. Remember that they’re just kids so put it in words they can understand. Then talk about that big word, “Repent.” After your done talking about it, do it. Then go celebrate with a big plate of locust tacos. I hear they taste better than they look.








You will find today’s story in 


Mark 1:1-8, Luke 3:1-16





John the Baptist liked to tell people about the Savior





John told the people they should be baptized





John even baptized soldiers





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, but make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





John the Baptist 


Mark 1:1-8, Luke 3:1-16


Theme: I Can Repent.


(stop, ask, turn)





What did Ole try to make on today’s Cooking With Ole Show? Locusts and wild honey





What is a locust? An insect, like a grasshopper, only bigger





Do you think you would want to taste what Ole was making? No!   Why not?


Do you think anyone would want to eat locusts and wild honey? Yes.  In some countries people eat different foods.  Some people eat snails, scorpions, etc.





Why did Ole try to make locusts and wild honey?  He thought it would make him more like John the Baptist so he could tell others about Jesus


Who was John the Baptist?  He was Jesus’ cousin.  He lived in the desert and ate locusts and wild honey. 





What was his job? John was chosen by God at birth to tell the nation of Israel that Jesus was coming.





What did John the Baptist tell people to do?  He told others to STOP doing bad things, ASK God to forgive them and to TURN around and start following God.





Do you have to live out in the desert to tell others about Jesus?  No.  God wants each of us to tell others right where we live about Jesus.





Prayer:  Ask God to help us to understand when we are doing a bad thing and help us to stop, ask for forgiveness and turn around and follow God.





Locusts can do extreme damage to crops when they swarm in great numbers. One swarm seen over the Red Sea in 1889 was estimated to be 2,000 square miles in size.  There are several edible species, and they are important food sources in some areas, especially Africa. They can be grilled, roasted or boiled, and also ground to a paste.





In the 1870s southwestern Minnesota was the victim of a 4 year locust plague. Locusts had been eating crops, trees, tobacco, fence posts, leather, dead animals, sheep's wool - basically everything in sight.





A state day of prayer was declared on April 26, 1877 to pray for an end to this 4 year plague of Rocky Mountain locusts. Two days later a snowstorm moved through and the locusts were never seen again. 





No one knows what caused the locust plague, nor why the Rocky Mountain locust became extinct after the plague.





John told people that Jesus was coming soon.





John lived in the wilderness
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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