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Take It Home





Jesus is my forever friend!





Jesus visits Nicodemus


�


Happy born-again birthday


Most of the fond memories we have of our birthdays come from our childhood. It’s a day we to looked forward to every year. As we age  those birthdays seem less appealing. As kids we looked forward to the gifts, cake, ice cream and the big party. As adults we understand this aging process means more Kaiser visits, more medication and operations, and more issues and drama at home.


When we decide to live for Christ instead of ourselves, the aches and pains, the medication, and the drama of life still happen. Life still comes at us with the same fervor. But because our focus changes from how I want to live versus how Christ wants me to live, we cannot help but be changed. Right?


Life has a way of constantly letting us down. But Jesus is a friend who is always there. In Redwood Kids we say that Jesus is our forever friend. This week we read the story of Nicodemus and explained to your kids how Jesus can be their forever friend. No hellfire and brimstone message here. Just love and friendship. That’s what birthdays should be.





You will find today’s story in 


John 


3:1-20





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, but make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





A Midnight Visit  


(John 3:1-20)


I can be a friend of Jesus.





How do we celebrate birthdays? having a party, eating cake and ice cream, giving and getting presents





What was your favorite birthday party?  What did you do that made it special?





What kind of party did Sven throw?  A born again birthday party





Why did Sven throw himself a born again birthday party?  He wanted presents





Why were Ole and Ingmar mad at Sven?  Sven tricked them by not telling them what the party was about





Who did Jesus talk to at night in today’s Bible story? A ruler of the Jews named Nicodemus 





What did Jesus tell Nicodemus he must do?  He must be born again.





What does it mean to be born again?  When we become a Christian we are “born” into the family of God.





How do we become born again? Read John 3:16  





Do we get presents when we become born again? No. What do we get? We get to become a part of God’s family. We get to go to heaven someday. We get to know God better.





Prayer:  Ask God to help us believe (to put our trust and faith) in Him so we can be a part of the family of God.





The tradition of giving birthday cake started in Germany in the Middle Ages. Sweetened bread dough was given in the shape of the baby Jesus in swaddling cloths and was used to celebrate his birthday. The special birthday cake became part of the Kinderfest or the birthday celebration of a young child. Later the cake was baked in layers and frosting appeared when sugar became more plentiful. They were made round to represent the sun. Now I’m hungry for cake.











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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