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Take It Home





Pharaoh’s Dreams





God is with me 


when I feel alone


�


I Can’t open my locker


It was my first Junior High parent orientation and my daughters were about to attend Comstock. I sat and listened to the school administrators and got the information I needed to be a good supportive parent of the school.


Then they formed us into groups and gave us a grand tour of the school. At the end of the tour we stood in line waiting to pay for gym clothes and combination lockers for our kids. The room was rather quiet when I had a sudden flashback. I didn’t like it. No one in line knew anyone else and so, to get a conversation started I said, “I just had a flashback about having bad dreams of going to class in my pajamas and forgetting my locker combination.” This instantly got a laugh and everyone started talking. It seems that I was not the only one who had those bad dreams. In fact, every parent in line admitted to having those same dreams.


Dreams are really, really strange. But, I am told, are necessary for our health and survival. In scripture dreams are mentioned quite often. In fact, God worked through many dreams. In today’s story, Pharaoh has two freaky dreams that bothered him so much he demands to know what they mean. In the first one a bunch of skinny cows eat a bunch of fat cows. In the second dream dried-out corn stalks devour fresh ones. Poor Pharaoh was so upset he called for trusted advisors who didn’t know what to do. Then, through an amazing set of God-orchestrated circumstances Joseph is called and does the job and actually ends up saving the Hebrew people from starvation.


The best dream story I have is the time my wife punched me in the nose really hard in the middle of the night. When I asked her why she punched me she said, “I’m so sorry! I though you were my mother!” I slept with one eye open the rest of the night.





You will find 


today’s story in 


Genesis 41:1-40





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Pharaoh’s Dreams 


Genesis 41:1-40


Theme: God is with me 


when I feel alone.





Do you have to do chores around the house?  What chores do you do?


Have you picked up leaves or done yard work?





Joseph was still in prison. Two years had passed since Joseph had asked the cupbearer to talk to Pharaoh for him. How do you think Joseph felt? Lonely, afraid, discouraged.





What did Joseph do to become a hero?  He told Pharaoh what his dreams meant.





What did Joseph do after he told the Pharaoh what his dream meant?  He gave Pharaoh advice on what he should do to save his people from the famine.





How did Joseph know enough to give the king advice on how to run a country?  He ran Potipher's household for years before he went to prison.





Did God make Joseph a slave? No, Joseph’s brothers did. Did God send Joseph to prison? No, Potipher’s wife caused that.





Did God take care of Joseph while these things were happening?  Yes.  What did God do for Joseph after his brothers sold him as a slave? God allowed him to become a part of Potipher’s household.





What did God do for Joseph after he was sent to prison? He sent the baker and butler to Joseph so Joseph could interpret their dreams. Then God gave Pharaoh a dream that no one but Joseph could interpret.





Why did God allow Joseph to become a slave and then get thrown into prison?  So he would be in the right place at the right time to fulfill God’s plan for his life.  He also had enough experience that he could think of a plan for Pharaoh. NOTE:  Sometimes we have things happen to us that don’t seem fair or right, but we should trust God, because He has a plan for us and will make things work out for the best. 


How do you think Joseph felt now that he was honored by Pharaoh?








Prayer: Thank God that He is with us when we are happy or when we are sad. Thank God for all of the good things He has given us.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





Within 5 minutes of waking half of your dream is forgotten. Within 10 minutes, 90% is gone.


 





People who became blind after birth can see images in their dreams. People who are born blind do not see any images, but have dreams equally vivid involving their other senses of sound, smell, touch and emotion.








A full 12% of sighted people dream exclusively in black and white. The remaining number dream in full color. Studies from 1915 through to the 1950s maintained that the majority of dreams were in black and white, but these results began to change in the 1960s. Today only 4.4% of the dreams of under-25 year-olds are in black and white. Recent research has suggested that those changing results may be linked to the switch from black-and-white film and TV to color media.





God took care of Joseph, and the Hebrew people by taking a bad circumstance and turning it into something really good. It all happened because Pharaoh had a bad dream about cows and corn. Imagine that?











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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