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Take It Home





Joseph: Ruler of Egypt





God is with me when I am happy


�


THe President


It was that time of year in High School where students were campaigning for the different positions in student government. Election posters were up all over the hallways and the candidates made speeches and shook students hands.


There was only one person running for president and no one liked her. She was pushy and overbearing. No one wanted to run against her because she was so mean. Nobody wanted to vote for her but we seemed to have no choice. I never liked politics so I stayed out of it entirely, keeping my opinions to myself but being frustrated we didn’t have more choices.


Soon, election day rolled around and many students decided they would vote for various write-in candidates that were cartoon characters. I think I voted for Big Bird.


The votes were counted over the weekend and on Monday we were all called in to a giant assembly. They named the entire student senate and various officers saving the announcement for President for last.


We all knew who it would be. So imagine my surprise when it was announced that I was the Senior Class President! I didn’t even run. I was dumbfounded. Apparently word spread that everyone should vote for me and they kept it a secret from me. There was one vote for Big Bird, one vote for that girl, and everyone else voted for me. It’s all very funny but I wasn’t prepared.


Today we learned how God protected Joseph and prepared him to become the ruler of Egypt. It’s a remarkable story. Read it to your kids and soak it in yourself.	





You will find 


today’s story in 


Genesis 41:41-55





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Joseph Ruler of Egypt


Genesis 41:41-55


Theme: God is with me 


when I am happy.





Would you like to be a king?  Why or why not?





If you were king what would you do?


Why didn’t Sven want to be king?  It was too much work.





What does a king have to do?  He has to lead his people.  He has to make sure the people of his kingdom are safe from harm.  He has to make sure his people have enough food and water.  He has to plan for the future etc.





Did Joseph want to be ruler of Egypt?  The Bible doesn’t say, but I’m sure it was better than prison.





Do you think Joseph was happy now?


What did Joseph have to do as ruler?  He had to plan for the famine by building storehouses and taxing the people each year to build up reserves of food so they would have something to eat during the famine.





What would have happened to the people of Egypt if Joseph were not in charge?  Many would have died during the famine.





Was it a good thing for the people of Egypt that Joseph was sent to Egypt?  Yes.   Was it a good thing for Joseph?  


Was Joseph free?  No, he was still a slave.  He had to do what Pharaoh told him to do and he could not leave Egypt.





If Joseph were free, what do you think he would do?  I think he would go home to his father.





Prayer:  Thank God that He has a plan for our lives, just like He had a plan for Joseph’s life, and ask God to prepare us for whatever He wants us to do.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





1. What did the ancient Egyptians call the star grouping we call the Big Dipper?  





2. Where did ancient Egyptian women place or wear perfume?





3. What breed of dog was used as a hunting dog in ancient Egypt?





4. Name the only wind instrument in ancient Egypt.





5. What was the most popular pet in ancient Egypt?





What did the ancient Egyptians believe would cure a toothache?





Answers


The Hippopotamus


In wax cones on their heads


The greyhound


The flute


A cat


Fried mice!








“For the next seven years, plenty of food will grow. For seven years after that, not enough food will grow because there will be no rain.” Pharaoh said, “Joseph, you are a very wise man. I will make you ruler over Egypt.”











Interesting Facts
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