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Take It Home





Zacchaeus





Jesus sees people for what they can be, not for what they’ve done


�


Zacchaeus was a wee little man...


A couple of weeks ago we said our goodbyes to our neighbors and Redwood Covenant friends from across the street. They were moving to Wisconsin. What was most interesting about them was that Thomas was from East Germany and Nancy was from Panama. They met and fell in love in Russia. And this was all during the end of the Cold War. They witnessed first-hand the demise of the Berlin wall and the fall of Communism. They spoke of the amazement that it was all over so quickly and peacefully. Suddenly, the world changed. 


Those of you who were children of the 60’s and 70’s will remember the angst we felt over our ‘enemies’ to the East. And, it’s agreed that none of us saw those changes coming. Not in our lifetimes, anyway.


Zacchaeus was the worst kind of person. He  was a Jewish tax collector working for Rome. He lived the good life by filling his pockets with the extra tax he charged in the name of Rome. He was both reviled and shunned. So imagine the disdain the religious officials felt toward Jesus when he called down Zacchaeus from that tree. And imagine how much more disgusted they were when Jesus invited himself to stay at Zacchaeus’ home. No one saw that coming, not even Jesus’ disciples. 


God operates that way. Sometimes change seems to take forever. Then, all of a sudden, one day, the world is different. That’s the way it was for Thomas and Nancy, and that’s the way it was for Zacchaeus.  		





You will find 


today’s story in 


Luke 19:1-10





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





Zacchaeus 


(Luke 19:1-10)





Where did Ole and Sven go today?  To the fair





Have you ever been to the fair?  What is your favorite part?





What could Sven do that Ole couldn’t?  Ride the big roller coaster. Why?  Ole wasn’t tall enough.





Have you ever been told that you can’t do something, or been unable to do something because you aren’t big enough?  How does that make you feel?


Who was Zacchaeus? A tax collector in the town of Jericho   





Why didn’t people like Zacchaeus?  He worked for the Roman government which the people hated.  He cheated people by taking too much in taxes.





What did Zacchaeus want to do?  He wanted to see Jesus.





What did Zacchaeus have to do to see Jesus?  He had to climb a tree to see over people’s heads.  (Note:  Jesus was pleased with Zacchaeus because he made the extra effort to see Him.)





Why didn’t Jesus hate Zacchaeus like the other people did?  Jesus doesn’t see people for what they have done, He sees people for what they can do.  Jesus knew Zacchaeus would be a follower of God if given the chance.  That’s why Jesus ate at his house.





How does God want us to see other people? God wants us to see others for what they can be, not for what they have done.  (Note:  God does not want us to be friends with people who are mean or who do bad things unless those people are trying to change)





Prayer:	Thank God that He loves us even if others do not.  Thank God that when we do something bad, God forgives us when we are sorry and we ask for forgiveness. Thank God that he will always be our friend.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





- Antarctica is the only continent without reptiles or snakes.


- Australia is the only country that is also a continent.


- Baskin Robbins once made ketchup ice cream. This was the only vegetable flavored ice cream produced.


- Bats are the only mammal that can fly.


Giraffes are the only animals born with horns. 


- Both males and females are born with bony knobs on the forehead.


-Hawaii has the only royal palace in the United States - Iolani.


-Hawaii is the only US state that grows coffee.


-Honey is the only food that does not spoil. Honey found in the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs has been tasted by archaeologists and found edible.


-James Buchanan was the only US president never to be married.Maine is the only state in the United States whose name is just one syllable.


-Mercury is the only metal that is liquid at room temperature.





Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down from the tree because he wanted to eat with him at his house.











Interesting Facts
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