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Take It Home





The Widow’s Offering





We can learn to be kind and generous just like god is kind and generous


�


I saw a man with no shoes...


In high school I spent part of the summer in the Dominican Republic doing relief work after hurricane David devastated their country. It was the first time I met abject poverty face-to-face. I thought my family was poor but these folks literally had nothing.


Much to the dismay of the local missionaries, we often gave up our lunch and dinner to begging children outside our complex. This only attracted more children which then caused greater problems for the missionaries. But our hearts got the best of us and compassion overrode any dangerous situation we may have been creating. 


Two days before we returned to the states, a kind old man pointed at my shoes and gestured to me that he wanted them. I was a size 10 and he was a size four. At first I waved him off telling him I needed them to get home.  The next day he came with an old pair of sandals cut from a tire and offered them to me in exchange for my nice Puma’s. At first I thought about what others would think of my foot fashion. Then I thought about what my parents would do knowing I had given away my nice shoes.


Then I realized, I come from the wealthiest country in the world. Although my family was considered “poor,” we were incredibly rich compared to the Dominican people. 


The shoes were way too big for this old man and he looked like a clown wearing them. The tire-sandals he made were a perfect fit.  They made it all the way home before they fell apart. God wants us to be kind and generous just like he is to us. 





You will find 


today’s story in 


Luke 21:1-4





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





The Widow’s Offering 


(Luke 21:1-4)


 


What were Ole and Sven collecting today?  Aluminum cans  





Have you ever collected cans or bottles for recycling?


How many cans did they need to collect?  300   





How many did they get?  299





Was it fair that Tina got to share in the prize even though she only brought one can?


In the Bible story today, what were Jesus and his followers watching? People putting money into the temple offering box.





Who was putting the most money in the temple offering box? The rich people.   Was Jesus impressed with this? No  Why not? The rich people had lots of money.  They gave a lot, but they had lots left over for themselves.





How much did the poor widow put in the box?  Two pennies   





Was Jesus impressed with this? Yes  Why?  Because the widow was very poor.  She only gave a little, but she had none left over for herself.





Does God want us to give to others?  Yes  Why?  Because he wants us to learn to be generous, because He wants us to help others.





Does God care how much we are able to give?  No.  If we only have a little, God will be happy if we give a little.  If we have a lot, God will want us to give more. 





What are some ways we can give to others? Give offering at church, give food, clothing and toys to open closet or to people in need, volunteer your time to help others 





Prayer: Ask God to help us see people the way Jesus sees people so we can learn to be kind and generous as God is kind and generous.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





Bet you can't get change for this at McDonald's – The largest bill ever printed in U.S. currency was the $100,000 bill. It only circulated between branches of the Federal Reserve and is no longer used. President Woodrow Wilson is pictured on the face. You can see one at the Smithsonian Museum of American History in Washington, DC.





Got a magnifying glass? – All 50 states are listed across the top of the Lincoln Memorial on the back of a $5 bill.





* Get out the magnifying glass again – On an American $1 bill, look at the shield in the upper right corner of the face around the 1. There is an owl sitting on the upper left-hand corner of the shield. There is a spider hidden in the front upper right-hand corner.





The rich people put a lot of money into the box. Then Jesus saw a poor widow. She put two small coins into the box. “This woman’s gift is greater than all the others,” Jesus said to his disciples.











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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