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Take It Home





The Boy Who Saved Paul’s Life





God will take care of us


�


MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY


When I was 18 I earned my Private Pilot’s License. In the summer after I first soloed I decided to take a flight and work on my flying skills. I went through the checklist before takeoff and made my way to the end of the runway. I applied full power and took off toward the east over Maple Lake.


I was only a couple of hundred feet above the water when the engine started to sputter, then quit. I didn’t have enough altitude to turn around or make it to shore. The first thing you’re taught is to fly the plane. So I put the plane into a glide and headed toward some kids playing on a raft in the lake. My thought was that they would see me go in or at least tell the authorities where to find my plane (and me). 


At some point I grabbed the microphone and quickly called in a “Mayday.” Moments before my instructor had walked into the hanger and heard my call. He immediately responded by telling me to do my backup checks. That’s when my training kicked in. 


I wasn’t more than a couple steps into my check when I noticed I had forgotten to turn on the backup fuel pump. The main pump failed and without the backup on, the engine quit. Once I turned it on, the engine quickly came to life and the kids on the raft watched me climb out and land safely back at the airport.


It took me two weeks before I could get back into that plane. Had my instructor not entered the hanger right when he did, Redwood Covenant would have had a different children’s pastor. 


In today’s lesson we learn that the Apostle Paul’s nephew was in the right place at the right time and overheard a plot by an angry crowd to kill him. Paul’s nephew saved his life by reporting what he’d heard. Was it a coincidence? You tell me. I’d like to think I’m here because God took care of me.





You will find 


today’s story in 


Acts 21:27-23:35





Please read this Bible story with your children. The questions you see below are the same ones we asked them in their small group time this week. We gave you the answers to help you out. Don’t treat this like a test, make it a discussion. Ask more questions and get your children to tell you the story if they can.





The Boy Who Saved Paul’s Life (Acts 21:27-23:35)





Who is your favorite superhero?  Why?


Is Ole a good superhero?  Why or why not?





Was Ole really invisible?  No





Were the girls planning to hurt Sven? No  What were they really planning?  A surprise for Sven's birthday.





So did Ole save Sven's life?  No





In the Bible story, who saved Paul's life?  Paul’s nephew  How did the boy save Paul?  He overheard the people planning an ambush to kill Paul, and told Paul and the soldiers about it.





Where did the soldiers take Paul? To Caesarea to see the Roman governor Felix





Who was the hero in this story? Paul’s nephew  Why?  He had the courage to do what was right (tell Paul about the plot to kill him)


Is saving someone’s life the only way to be a hero?  No  What are some other ways you can be a hero?  helping someone in need, giving a hungry person some food, telling people who don’t know God about Jesus, being a good friend or brother or sister





What can you do today to be a hero to someone?  (Ask the kids who has a younger brother or sister.  Tell them that they are a hero to their younger brother or sister right now. Ask them to be nice and set a good example and they will be a hero.)


  


Prayer:  Ask God to show us ways we can be heroes to the people in our lives and to give us the courage to do them.





Here’s some strange and unusual facts we came across that we think you might find interesting and entertaining.





In 1912, when candy maker Clarence Crane first marketed "Crane's Peppermint Life Savers," life preservers were just beginning to be used on ships-the round kind with a hole in the center for tossing to a passenger fallen overboard. But that is not the whole story. Crane had been basically a chocolate maker. Chocolates were hard to sell in summer, however, and so he decided to try to make a mint that would boost his summertime sales. At that time most of the mints available came from Europe and they were square in shape. Crane was buying bottles of flavoring in a drug store one day when he noticed the druggist using a pill-making machine. It was operated by hand and made round, flat pills. Crane had his idea. The pill making machines worked fine for his mints, and he was even able to add the life preserver touch by punching a tiny hole in the middle. Later Crane was to sell his rights to his new candy for under three thousand dollars. He may have regretted that decision, for "Life Savers" earned the new manufacturer many millions of dollars.





Paul’s Nephew overheard some very angry people make plans to kill Paul. He immediately told his Uncle Paul about what they were going to do.











Interesting Facts
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Remember to read the Bible with your kids this week. It’s a great way to learn how much God loves and cares for us.
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