3-2-1:
Three Reasons:
1.  Women are w____________________    differently.

· Rather than deny gender differences, let’s capitalize on them – to advance God’s kingdom!  We need both gender mixed and gender specific ministries in the church.
2.  Women are more i____________________ spiritually than men.  Let’s build on that!

	Spiritual Interests and Practices
	Women
	Men

	“I read my Bible regularly.”


	
	

	 “I attend church regularly.”


	
	

	 “I pray frequently.”


	
	

	 “My faith is very important to me.”


	
	

	 “I have set a spiritual goal for this year.”


	
	


3. Women need n________________.  Let’s supply it!

· “Churches need to consider whether… they are providing sufficient opportunities for women to receive ministry and not just provide ministry to others.” (George Barna)
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Two Mindsets:

1. Women Ministries is a strategic t________  of the church to advance God’s kingdom.

APPLICATION TIME:  If time permits, please fill in the different areas of ministry in your local church in the ovals below.  Prayerfully consider how women ministries could support these ministries of your church.  It is critical to ask the pastor or point person in that area how you can help them too.  Make sure you do not come with an agenda, but come as a servant.  Divide into small groups and share your thoughts.  
LOCAL MINISTRIES OF YOUR CHURCH: (Ideas – Worship Ministries, Christian Formation, Global Ministries, Outreach Ministries, Youth Ministries, Property Ministries)



In addition to the local church you are part of something bigger.  There are conference-wide ministries: Women Ministries of the Northwest Conference:  Women’s Retreats at Camps, Renewal Conference March 22-23, 2013 in Willmar, MN, Advocacy for Victims of Abuse and Mending the Soul Training. SEE LIST OF WMNWC RESOURCES AND DISTRICT LEADERS, There are also denomination-wide ministries Women Ministries of the Evangelical Covenant Church: Triennial August 15-18, 2013 in San Diego CA.

2. From o____________  to m_____________.  We are not merely event planners.

Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

Proverbs 17:22  A cheerful Heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.

CONNECTING WOMEN One size does NOT fit all!

APPLICATION TIME:  :  If time permits take some time to think about the different women who attend your church and the women in your area who do not attend church yet and then think about the different opportunities your WM offers.  Then divide in small groups to share if there are diversified offerings in your congregation.  If not, do not despair – share ideas.  Again, remember not to create things and hope that they will meet needs.  Ask women who are not engaged what would bless them and ask them to be part of the implementation.  Share your evaluation process.
One Goal:

1.  C________________________  W___________________________ 
