LYDIA:   Specific verses about Lydia – Acts 16:11-15,40.  Highlights of life and ministry at end of sheet.
Acts 16 Today's New International Version (TNIV)
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

 1 Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. 

Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia

 6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi

 11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 

 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

Paul and Silas in Prison

 16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her. 

 19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” 

 22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 

 29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. 

 35 When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer told Paul, “The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you can leave. Go in peace.” 

 37 But Paul said to the officers: “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 

 38 The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. 39 They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to leave the city. 40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia’s house, where they met with the believers and encouraged them. Then they left.
Highlights of Lydia’s life and ministry:  Lydia was a businesswoman transplanted from the region of Ephesus/Sardis (Thyatira, known for purple dye (Imperial)) to Philippi.  Lydia and her household were baptized after listening to Paul preach by the river in Philippi. Lydia showed hospitality and helped to establish the first church in Macedonia (Europe) after Paul went to Europe in response to his vision of a man calling him to Macedonia.
PRISCILLA:   Specific verses about Priscilla – Acts 18:2-3, 18-28, Romans 16:3, 1 Cor 16:19.  Highlights of life and ministry at end of sheet.

Acts 18  Today's New International Version (TNIV)
In Corinth

 1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

 5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

 7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. 

 9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God. 

 12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united attack on Paul and brought him to the place of judgment. 13 “This man,” they charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law.” 

 14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to you. 15 But since it involves questions about words and names and your own law—settle the matter yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things.” 16 So he drove them off. 17 Then the crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue leader and beat him in front of the proconsul; and Gallio showed no concern whatever. 

Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos

 18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the believers and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch. 

 23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 

 24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor[a] and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 

 27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah.
Romans 16:3-4  3 Greet Priscilla[b] and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.
1 Corinthians 16:19  The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings.  Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.
Highlights of Priscilla’s life and ministry:  Acts 18:2-3, 18-28: Priscilla and her husband Aquila were refugees from Rome living in Corinth (all Jews ordered by Claudius to leave Rome Acts 18:2).  Priscilla worked with Paul as a tentmaker and impacted her community as a marketplace Christ follower.  Priscilla helped establish the church in Corinth and then emigrated with Paul to Ephesus.  In Ephesus Priscilla showed hospitality and teaching gifts (mentored Apollos in teaching the truth of Jesus – “explained the way of God more adequately” Acts 18:26), Romans 16:3 “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus.”  1 Corinthians 16:19  “The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings.  Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.”
PHOEBE: Specific vs about Phoebe – Rom 16:1-2. Highlights of life and ministry at end of sheet.
Romans 16:1-22 Today's New International Version (TNIV)
Personal Greetings

 1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon[a] of the church in Cenchreae. 2 I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me. 

 3 Greet Priscilla[b] and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.
 5 Greet also the church that meets at their house. 

   Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia. 

 6 Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. 

 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. 

 8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. 

 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. 

 10 Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test. 

   Greet those who belong to the household of Aristobulus. 

 11 Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. 

   Greet those in the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 

 12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord. 

   Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord. 

 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too. 

 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the other brothers and sisters with them. 

 15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all the Lord’s people who are with them. 

 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

   All the churches of Christ send greetings. 

 17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 19 Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I rejoice because of you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. 

 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 

   The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

 21 Timothy, my co-worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my fellow Jews. 

 22 I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord. 

    Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. 

   Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings.[c] 

Highlights of Pheobe’s life and ministry: Romans 16:1-2:  Pheobe lived in the port city of Cenchreae near Corinth.  Paul stayed in Corinth for 18 months.  Pheobe was a deaconess serving the church in this highly favored and respected position.  She carried and delievered Paul’s letter to the church in Rome from Corinth.(Rom 16:1).  During this time Priscilla and Aquila were in Rome and had a house church there.  Pheobe was a woman of influence and resources.

LOIS AND EUNICE: Specific verses about Lois and Eunice – Acts 16:1; 2 Timothy 1:5.  

Highlights of lives and ministry at end of sheet.

Acts 16:1-5; 11-15 Today's New International Version (TNIV)
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

 1 Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. 

Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi

 11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district[a] of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 

 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 Today's New International Version (TNIV)
 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 

 2 To Timothy, my dear son: 

   Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Thanksgiving

 3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

Appeal for Loyalty to Paul and the Gospel

 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. 

 13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
Highlights of Lois and Eunice’s lives and ministry:  Acts 16:1; 2 Timothy 1:5  Lois was Timothy’s grandmother and Eunice was Timothy’s mother.  Eunice was a Jewish believer who was married to a Gentile – spiritually single.  Timothy was considered Paul’s spiritual son and Timothy had a powerful ministry.  Lois and Eunice were role models who powerfully influenced Timothy with their sincere faith.  Lois and Eunice were encouragers and teachers who demonstrated sincere faith and helped “fan into flame” the gift of God within Timothy.  This foundation prepared Timothy to serve the Lord as a pastor and then as Bishop of Ephesus.

