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The child at the SuperStore tugs at a colored vest thinking, “Here’s someone who can help me.”

“Can you find my mom?”



“Are you lost?”


“No, I’m right here; but she’s lost.”

The lost is the one Jesus seeks.


From various translations we have these words from the Micah passage:



The stray, the exiled, the far off, the weak, the disabled, the cast-off



And, from Luke we read about:




The single stray sheep





The one coin in ten


The sheepfold is incomplete without the one far off.


The headdress of coins is incomplete with one single coin missing.

People with a variety of disabilities are lost to much of the Church. far off, cast off, exiled.

They are lost to the worship life of the Church


They are lost to the fellowship life of the Church



They are lost to boards and committees




And lost to the roster of the ordained and commissioned 

O, they exist – but usually they are not noticed.


They may not even be sought, because of insecurity or fear or economics.


or because of focusing on barriers, instead of on people or mission.
But to use the child in the store example,  they  know where they are. 

So maybe it’s the rest of us – the majority of our fellowships – who are the lost.

As for those persons with disabilities who are lost to the Church:


God knows where they are, 


and to God the Church is incomplete 



until all of us are found, and placed together  in community.
Without this completeness, valuable gifts are also lost to the fellowship.

Here’s a comment from a recent issue of the National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry Messenger:  

“I have learned to look past physical or mental disability to see the abilities 
and gifts within.  People are people.  Sometimes we allow our fear of the [image: image1.png]



unknown to keep us 
from getting to know someone and we miss something 
very precious”.  
And then, concerning one particular area of disability: 

“From my experiences I have come to believe that people with intellectual 
developmental disabilities have great intuitive gifts.  These gifts enable them 
to know what those of us with intellectual abilities sometimes miss:  that is, 


the importance of being accepted,



 the awareness of being rejected,




the acceptance of the simple joys of life, 





the ability to take what life has given them 





and make the best of it with no regrets, 





especially when they are given the love supports 





they need”

Gifts to offer!

Stewart Govig wrote that the Talmud treated Mephibosheth, crippled in both his 
feet, as having become a scholar whom David consulted on all matters.  









 (Strong at the Broken Places)

The apostle Paul wrote, “the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable.”  (1 Cor 12:22)
People to be incorporated. Gifts to be received.
In thinking about people with disabilities we may have difficulty with the Gospel reading concerning the lost.  After all, it refers to sinners who need to turn,  to repent.  And those who are abled differently from the usual perception of ability are no more and no less sinful than the rest of the population – we are all in that boat.  
A closer look at what’s going on in these teaching parables shows us that the lost are those who see no need of repentance.

By and large the Church needs to repent, needs to turn, and welcome the formerly un-welcomed.   


God, through Christ, would seek us all, 


offer forgiveness and new life to all, 



place us all into one body.

Of those long disregarded, God will make the remnant of the new, more nearly complete people of God. The stock of the future..

One application of Micah’s vision, is of God un-disabling the Church, by placing within its fold, the sought whom God and God’s people have found.
Lawrence, of the 3rd Century – was a deacon with responsibility for the material goods of the Church and the distribution of alms to the poor.

There’s an old legend that when he knew he would be arrested, he sought out the poor, widows and orphans of Rome and gave them all the money he had on hand, selling even consecrated items to increase the sum.  The prefect of Rome said to Lawrence, that he had heard that the Church had golden candlesticks and silver cups and added, “Your doctrine says you must render to Caesar what is his.  Bring these treasures—the emperor needs them to maintain his forces.  God does not cause money to be counted; He brought none of it into the world with him—only words.  Give me the money, therefore, and be rich in words.”

Lawrence had a wise answer. Yes, the Church is rich, give me time to set everything in order and make an inventory.  
Three days later he gathered a great number of blind, lame, maimed, leprous, orphaned and widowed persons and put them in rows.  When the prefect arrived, Lawrence simply said, “These are the treasure of the Church.”

Treasure.  As people – period.
And so today, and so our good news and our hope:

Treasure, sought, and then gathered, 

with our varieties of weaknesses 


and varieties of abilities, 




into one body.
The end result:, as in the parables of Luke 15, 


Great joy!



in heaven




and among us all.

Amen
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