Covenant g& Ovientation

THEO 7501 Theology of the Evangelical Covenant Church
3 semester credits

Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Chicago, IL

January 27-31, 2014
Monday — Thursday 9:00-4:30, Friday 10:30-4:30

plus at least one community building experience like dinner together.

Dr. Stephen Bilynskyj Dr. Michelle Clifton- Dr. Jeff Crafton
Senior Pastor Soderstrom Professor,
Valley Covenant Church Associate Professor of Minnehaha Academy
Eugene, Oregon Theology and Ethics Minneapolis, Minnesota
North Park Theological
Seminary

Chicago, lllinois

Purpose:

Demonstrate by explanation and especially moddiow the ECC does theology. Show how the theology
of the ECC helps form its identity and life. Commaate and explain the key theological affirmatiamsl
commitments of the Evangelical Covenant Church.

Objectives:

I. Articulate, interpret and contextualize CovenariirAfations
[I. Articulate the theological basis for the Covenaptisitions on sacraments and ordination.
lll. Understand the Covenant’s theological heritageasoatolic, catholic, Reformation and evangelical
church.
IV. Understand how the Covenant reads Scripture angxtoialize it in a local ministry setting.
V. Discuss Atonement as an example of theological orkéimd diversity in the Covenant.
VI. Understand how the Covenant’s theological characterms and shapes our faithful response to the
whole Gospel (“God’s glory, neighbor’s good”).
VII. Discover the theological richness of lBievenant HymnakheCovenant Book of Worshagnd the
“Core Values of Worship.”
VIIl. Experience the breadth of theological perspectuad within the ethnic diversity of the ECC.
IX. Experience some of the assigned theological andwwmresources devotionally through preparatory
assignments and in-class devotional/worship expee&
X. Interact in theological discussion with colleagbegh on-line and in-person both through in-class
discussion and informal gatherings during “off” Ingu
XI. Identify and know how to connect wigleopleresources for Covenant theological reflection.
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Reading List

I.  Donald FriskCovenant Affirmations: This We Believe
II.  James Bruckner, Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom, Paoptak,Living Faith
[I. Michelle Clifton-SoderstromAngels, Worms, and Bogeys: The Christian Ethiciefi$m
IV.  Covenant Affirmationflong version)
V.  The Covenant Hymnal: A Worship Bood&view Table of Contents, read pp. vii-X.
VI.  The Covenant Book of Worshpp. 3-29, 123-128, 397-399.
VIl.  “A Study on Baptism,The Covenant QuarterifNov. 1995, Feb. 1996): pp. 1-93
VIIl.  John E. Phelan, JAIl God’s PeoplgCovenant Publications)
IX.  Glad Hearts(New Birth, pp. 45-53; Freedom in Christ, pp. 684-Word of God, pp. 296-309)
X.  Called & Gifted Commission on Biblical Gender Equality (CovenRuablications, 2004)
Xl.  Variousreadings as assigned and posted on-line

Assignments:

|. Preparation (pre-class work)
A. Reflection. Dialogue on Moodle: Read all of D@th&risk, Covenant Affirmations: This We Beligitke
186 page book). Write 3-5 page review of the bawk post it inyour group’sdiscussion forum on
Moodle, answering these questio(i3ue: January 13, 2014)

1. What do you find refreshing?

2. What do you not understand?

3. What do you not agree with?

B. Discussion. Interact with 2 other people in ygtoup’s discussion forum on Moodle (comment onrthe
reviews, respond to comments on your own revi€¢lae: January 20, 2014)

C. Readings: All readingncluding all on-line material is required to be reaBEFORE the first day of
class, Mondayanuary 27. So, please bring to classthefirst day and submit a detailed log of what you
have read prior to class. For books, note whether you have read the assigmgaters/sections in their
entirety. For the on-line material, list the agglyou have read. If you've done all reading, yuste
“ALL.” If you've done most of it, just list what yw did not read(Due: January 27)

D. PLEASE NOTE: Preparation pre-classwork must be completed by the deadlinesin order to
attend class sessions and receive credit for the course. Students with significant deficienciesin the
pre-class assignmentswill be asked to take the cour se at another time.

I1. Classtime (attendance and participation in all clasdesuary 27-31, 2014).
Please note: Because of the intensive time frame of the classlesnts are expected to attaidclass
sessions. Please plan travel schedules, etc.,cueghy.
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[11. Concluding Assignment (Due: March 3, 2014)

Final paper: Choose TWO of the following 6 quessiarhich make application of a theological topic to
ministry. Each question should be answered in ab@@0 words, 3,000 words total for both essays$ (no
counting writing out the question). Please do imose both #1 and #2 as your questions.

Questions

1.

How does the Covenant’s affirmation of the centyadf Scripture relate to the Covenant’s doctrine
of the Atonement? Explain and connect both our waétihe Bible and of the Atonement. Make use
of the assigned readings.

How does the Covenant’s affirmation of Christiagefilom relate to the Covenant’s position on
baptism? Explain and connect both our view of foge@nd of baptism. Make use of the assigned
readings.

How and where in Covenant Affirmations does the &mnt affirm that God is Trinity? Explain
how the Covenant is Trinitarian and talk aboutithportance of that conviction for Christian life
and worship, especially in relation to the Holyr8pMake use of the assigned reading.

How did pietism contribute to Covenant theologyéniiify some pietist theological distinctives and
explain how they shape Covenant thinking and pradbday. Make use of the assigned reading.

What is the nature and mission of the church? Bisthie relationship between priesthood of the
believers and ordination (explaining each) and tisouss the whole mission of the church. Make
use of the assigned readings.

When does salvation happen? Is it a matter of ésg¢ the present, or the future—or is it some
combination? What is salvation? Be sure to inclasigects like sanctification. Make use of
assigned readings and lectures.

Submission Guidelines

All paper s should be posted on Moodle.

Please do not send papers either by mail or e-mail directly to professors.

Format Guidelines:

These guidelines apply to each assigned essay.

1,500 words, 3,000 total for both essays (not dagneproducing the question).

Stapled in the upper left corner; no covers ordadd

Double-spaced, with 1 inch margins all around; yoame and the page number should appear at the
top right of each page (your computer can do thisraatically); the question number should appear
before each essay. You do not need to type owgubstion, but it’s fine if you do.

Use 12 point fonts, nat 8 pOintand nos point(if you get my point)
Use a serif font like Times New Roman. (Serif foméwe tiny feet on the letters.) fancy /s
because they make ¢ weatty har d to r ead!

Use good citations showing you read the materiajlaunr topic. Footnotes are not necessary but cite
quotations or references in parentheses in the text
Please use gender inclusive language when refdoipgople.
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V. Grading Policy

In general, instructors follow the grading polidyorth Park Theological Seminary (NPTS), which tanviewed
on page 5 of the NPTS Academic Policies martuggh://www.northpark.edu/Seminary/Academics/Academi
Programs/~/media/Files/PDF/Seminary/Catalog/AcadBuiicies.ashxAll students will be assigned letter grades
for assignments and for the course, but it is wstded that the course is pass/fail with regardhvéoG@ovenant
Orientation progranmexcepffor those students who make application to rechiR@&S academic credipplication
for academic credit isto be made thefirst day of class (in Chicago). For-credit students will receive the
appropriate letter grade on their academic record.

Grade of Incomplete

A grade of Incomplete (1) is given at the instrustaliscretion and is only granted in extraordinairgumstances.
Instructors are not obligated to grant requestsfgrade of I. Incompletes are given zero poinisatd GPA
calculation until the course work is completed #relgrade changed. The deadline for an incomptiese is 60
days after the deadline for the final assignmeftéy avhich the course will become a permanent(fgjlif taken for
academic credit. In any case, a student who faiteget an incomplete deadline will not be allonetbke further
Orientation courses until work for this courseasnpleted. Any exceptions to the deadline must lmeichented in
writing by both student and instructor and on rdaarthe student’s file.

Grade Reduction for Late Assignments

Letter grades for late assignments without excusequest for an incomplete will be reduced 1 tdtte each day
late. Students who do not complete pre-class woektimely way will be asked to take the coursaraither time.
Students who do not complete the final assignmertinoe, without excuse or request for an incompleit not be
allowed to take further Orientation courses untkkvfor this course is completed.

Grade Disagr eement

Should a student disagree with a grade he or shesbaived, the student is encouraged to firstacbiihe faculty
member involved to discuss the disagreement. tetlgeno resolution, the student may submit, iningi a
description of the unresolved grade disagreemethietd\cademic Dean of NPTS or for non-credit stisleio the
Covenant Orientation office. The student must pitewerifiable evidence that the grade in quessandonsistent
with grading standards and procedures containétkigourse syllabus, or with previously stateddaads, or does
not give full consideration to all graded assigntaefhe Academic Dean will consult the Academici@aband the
Covenant Orientation Office will consult the ExaeatMinister of Ordered Ministry. Either the Deantbe
Orientation Office is the final arbiter of the dizgaement.

Instructors may be contacted before or after the coursein the following ways:

Steve Bilynskyj:
Telephone: (541) 345-0055, E-maiteveb@valleycovenant.org

Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom
Telephone: (773) 244-5753 E-mailclifton-soderstrom@northpark.edu

Jeff Crafton
Telephone: (612) 729-8321 ext 1704, E-maiafton-jeff@minnehahaacademy.net

Americanswith Disabilities Provisions

North Park Theological Seminary provides servicessfudents with documented disabilities to enggrgal access
to programs, services, facilities, and activitiegidents with a disability who believe that theyymaed
accommodations in this class are encouraged t@cb@hristine Olfelt as soon as possible. If desamenecessary,
discussion pertaining to documentation and acconatiorg can take place at another suitable locatidyyo
telephone.



